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T HE 


| PREFACE. 


| JT is a good Obſervation, 


That nothing has made 
more ATHEISTSin 

the World, than Superſticion, , 
For though Immorality has 
certainly too great a ſhare in 
this, yer may that be reckoned 
in one reſpe& not altogether 
ſo dangerous to Religion, as 
the other : Immorality being 
fo contrary to Nature's Di- 
&ates, that all who are. not 
extremely blinded by Vicious 
Habits, are apt to ſee into the 


A 2 De- 


"reſace. 


| Deformiries of it; and ſo ir 
Jerves bur as a Foil to ſer off 
the Beauty of Religion ; like 
thoſe Herefies which the Apo- 
ſle lays, muſt come , that they 
Tho are approved may be made ma- | 
nifeſt. Whereas Superſtition | 
defaces Religion it ſelf, as 
much as: in it lies ;- repre- - 
ſenting ic-in ſuch horrid and 
ridiculous ſhapes,that Standers- 
by are rather apt to think it a 
meer Invention of men, than, 
that a Wiſe and Gracious. God 
{ſhould be the Author of ſuch 
Extravagancies. , And the De-. 
hgn of this Trearile. there fore, | 
is, tO remove thoſe Prejudices. | 
which. Superſtition has raiſed | 
in mens minds, by ſetting a. 
true Copy of Religion before 
their eyes. | © This 


4 The Preface. | 

\. "This I thought could no 

ways better be done, than by 
following Chriſt himſelf, thar 
Teat Maſter, who was the wiſ- 
bm of his Father, and the expreſs 


| image of Þis-perſon ; a main part 
' of whoſe buſineſs it was, to 
reſtore Religion to its Native 


Puricy, by preſenting the O- 


| riginal Pattern of it to us, in 


his own Do&trine' arid Exam- 
ple: And ro his Life therefore” 
I have confined my ſelf, with- 
oiit refetring to any other pla- 
c&s almoſt of Scripture. , Not 
but that I pay a like Deference 
to every other part of God's 
Word; but I ſuppoſed, that 
whatever [ found in our Savi- 
our's Life or Doctrine , was 
ſufficiencly perfect of ir ſelf; 

*2 34 A 3 and 


The Preface, 
and .E was unwilling to ſwell 
the Piece to a greater þulk 
than was proper in this way 
of writing, by bringing in 
eyery Text that mn cem 
pertinent to my e; For 
which reaſon allo it is not to 
be expected that many parti- 
cular Obje&ions ſhould be 
formally anſwered here; Tho 
beſides the general ones which 
I have ſpoke largely: to, I 
think I have touched upon 
moſt of the others that arc a- 
ny thing material in our Savi- 
our's Life. And I know of 
none in any other part of Scri- 
prure , but what may eaſily 
enough be reconciled with the 
Do&trines here delivered. 


n 
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The Prefgce. 
_ I expect not that ſome per- 
fons ſhould much approve of 
what I have done ; and I think 
Fhave lictle reaſon to be con- 
cerned at it, —_— what 


forr of people I ſuppoſe them 
chiefly ro be. Our Saviour 


himſelf Preached Three years 
to the World, we know, and 
his very Adverſaries were for- 
ced to confeſs, That never man 
= ay be ſpake; yet neither 
could the Powers _-_ his Di- 

vine Eloquence, nor his Mira- 
cles, make any confiderable 
impreſſions upon the Phariſees 
hearrs. rele park little —— 
wondred at therefore, if hu- 
man Labours -prove altoge- 
ther fruicleſs upon ſuch per- 
ſons. But there are many o- 

A 4 thers, 
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e'Fref acts 
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thers,,. I preſume, to whom 


' 
| 


this Wor may be of good | 


uſe, as; well for: driving our 


ſome Melancholly Fears and 
Scruples, whereby well-mean- 
ing people are apt to, be, diſ- 
couraged in , the. .P raQtice of 
Religion, ; . as. for, {ilencing 
thoſe unjuſt Cavils, of its lay- 
ing ſlaviſh and wmanly [mpo- 


fitions upon men, which pro- 


prone perſons are . wont. to 
Ying againſt ic. 

.. Nor. do I apprehend the 
leaſt Gxnger of having this 
Piece cenſured by any wiſe une 
prejudiced perſon, as giving 
Countenance to, Irreligion , 
whatever. weak or brain-ſick 
people may think of it : For 
| know of nothing I have 
A. Mens 


The!Preface.. 
mentioned "in it,” but” what I 
have: good ground for 'from 
our: Saviour's Doctrine: and 
Example :- And I ami willi 
to be reckoned among the Ad- 
yocates for. Profaneneſs , if 
any thing that Chriſt ſaid or 
did, tended that way. I 
bone F'2 I have: endeavoured 


' what I was able, ro imitate 


the skilful 'Muſician here, in 
not; ſtraining the Duties of 
Religion to too high a'pitch : 

For tho.they.makerhe greateſt 
noiſe. when they are moſt rai- 
ſed, and+ ſo pleaſe the Vulgar 
beſt; yet the Sweetneſs and 
Harmony that is proper to 
them, is loſt by this to. every 
judicious Ear. Tho neither 


have L been leſs cautious of 
ſlack- 


The Preface. 
ſhekniag the $ of 
roo Much. —y am c 
dent men will find as little 
Encouragement herefor looſe- 
neſs of Manners, as for an 
OVer- .rigjd Severity. 

If ſame think it neceſſary 
to aimat greater Perfection in 
many Dutics than is here re- 
quired, (I mean that which 
ſuch call Perfeftion) a God's 
Name let themdoit. Their 
| Zeal may be uſeful in ſome 

reſpeas, tho it wants not fe- 
veral lnconveniencies : And 


the time may come one day, 
when God will ſay to them, 


as he does by te 
Whe required theſe things at thy 
bonds? Bur Bur if che generalicy 


of the world be not able to 


run 


 - The Preface. 

- run (© faſt in the Courſe of 
Religion as theſe men do, 

there is ame frog of dif- 

couraging them from. tryi 

ro walk : Eſpecially , _—_— 

Chriſt has _ us ſuch 

Ce, 


ounds to belive, That a ſ{o- 
diligence in keeping God's 

, will a man 

as ſoon to Heaven, as the moſt 
Furious Drivings of men of 
more Zeal than Underſtand- 
ing. Nor do I think there- 
fore; that ſuch deſerve lels of 
Religion, who recommend 
it to men of Senſe in Rational 
ways, as athing eafie and na- 
tural to them , through the 
Aſﬀſtance of God's Grace , 
than others, who value them- 


{elves ſo much upon m—_ 
| = 


The Preface. 
the: Aﬀections '6f common 
peo by undue heighening 


of 'rhihgs, and make” as" if 
there” were rio Religion 'bur 
_ wharis next to linpolſibilities. 


' "F'was loth roincerrupr”) my 


Mechod by any To Digrel- 
fion and Foe Rom Mr 0h 


the Diſcourſe concerning the 
Phariſees Hypociify Þ* for ' ann 
Appendix; which. : _ » 
need” make no Apo 
adding , , as being Foal 
ro my main Deſign, 
_ Forty ſeeing here what it is 
* our Saviour *fo' often con- 
demns *the Phariſees for; we 
may the betcerunderſtatid our 
own Dury. And indeed; our 
Saviour Lig ſo much todo 
wich the Phariſees in all- his 
Diſcourſes, 


'Freface. 


Diſcourſes , that a mani can 
ſcarce apprehend the Force 
and \ Tendency of many of 
his Preceprts, withour being 
rightly - 26 in the Nature 
and Qualities of that fort of 
people, of which Hypocriſy 
made ſo great a part. Hows- 
ever, it better Judgments 
diſapprove the Notion [I have 
gone upon, I hope there isno 
harm done. It is no Article 
of Faith, believe the Poinc 
which way you will. And if 
it be any' ways of dangerous 
Conſequence to Religion, [ 
am ſure it is much more fo in 
the common Notion, than in 
the way that | have explain'd 
ic. | 
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ESSAY 


UPON THE 


LIFEofour SAVIOUR. 


aveli Andiciano (nal Keidenco 
to--we ofthe Truth of whathe de- 
- | Claredbimſclftobe, co find ſo much 
of true Holineſs in every CA 
ſaid or did , — 
Oftentation of 5$ Im- 
poſtors are wont to. Credic 
to 


(2) 

to themſelves by different. Me- 
thods. Theſe will take a Form 
of Godlineſs upon them, which 
ſhall ourdo the Original i ſelf ma- 
ny times; but which , like moſt 
Counterfeits, is found out by no- 
thing more, than that it goes be- 
yond Nature; it has too much 
of Varniſh and Aﬀe&tedneſs init to 
be ſincere. The ſhew of Religion 
is much more to theſe, than rhe 
Subſtance : And ſo it is not ſo much 
thoſe Duries that are moſt Excel- 
lent in themſelves , or that God re- 
_ moſt, but thoſe thataremoſt 

opular and Plauſible in the Eyeof 
the World, that ſuch chiefly: mind. 
' Tultice and Chariry are undoubred- 
ly Vertues of high Eſteem in God's 
Nght; and I know of none that our 
Saviour preſſes — But | 
what a poor noiſe do theſe make 


among the Vulgar, compared: with 
long Prayers,and Mortifications,and 
high Flighrs of Zeal, and Scrupu- 
loufneſs about indifferent —_— ? 

c 


% 


(3) 

Tt is theſe laſt chiefly that deno- 

minate Men Preciows in common 
. Peoples thoughts: And here there- 

fore the Hypocrite places his ſole 

Diligence. No matter how groſs 

his Failings may be 1n other points. 
| - The ſplendor of theſe ſhall dazic 
| peoples Eyes ſo; as ſearce to let 
them behold their other DefeCts. 
And the very Name therefore of a 
Perſon thus qualified, we find ſuth- 
cient many times to: ſanQtify the 
moſt UnrighteousaCtion. 


- 


' 2+ Qur Saviour had G—_ 

great Reaſon co conform his Lite 
| and DoQrine to this way of Pra- 
| Rice, hadit been Convenient 1a it 
| ſelf, For this was a fort of Reli- 
10n more eſpecially in Vogue in 
his Time: The Phariſees, every one 
knows, what Zealous Profeſſors 
they wereof it. Never was great- 
| er Perfection in Holineſs than theſe 
men might juſtly Boaſt of, if mor- 
tified, Looks _ Behaviour _ 
: 2 the 


Mar. 11. 


(4) 


the great things required of us by 
God. The Sun it ſelf might ſeem 
ſported , in theſe reſpe&ts, compa- 
red with their Purity. Whence we 
find them taking great Offence at 
our Saviour for his Freedom in Con- 
verſe, as ſavouring much of Looſe- 
neſs and U ifiedneſs , they 
thought. And no queſtion there- 
fore, as this prejudiced them very 
much againft hearkning to what he 
raught, ſo had he bur humoured 
them a little in their Aﬀeced Pre- 
ciſeneſs, wherein they laid the main 
ſtreſs of Religion, it would no leſs 
have recommended his Perſon and 
Doftrines tothem. By which means 
he would have gained the Common 
people alſo of Courſe , theſe being 
wholly at the others Beck. The 
Phariſees were not blinder Guides 
to theſe , rhan:the/e were blind Fol- 
lowers and Admirers of the Phari- 
ſees. But however advantageous it 
might have proved to Religion, at 
that time , to humour the ee 

. in 


' 
| 


in:his, yet was not our Saviour to - 
be wrought upon, even by that 
weiehtieſ# Contideration,. to do it, ſo 
much as by his Example. Our Sa- 
viour in all likelihood conſidered 
here , that he was no Private Per- 
fon. His Life was to be a Pactern for 
all Ages toimitate. And it was by 
no means fit therefore , for the ſake 
of one Perverſe Generation , tolay 
ſuch an unneceflary Burden upon 
the Canſciences ot the wholeWorld, 
as his Example muſt have proved , 
had he complied with the Phariſces 
in any of their Formal ways of 
SanCtity. 


3. And we find nothing of this 
therefore in our Saviour's Life ; no- 
thing of the Sourneſs of a Pharifai- 
cal Leaven in all his Character. His 
Converſation is Dy eaſy 
and narural; as far diſtant from a 
Puritanical Niceneſs, as from the 
Severity of the Cloiſter. Ir is holy 
and TIT Rur 0p 

/ p4 Q 


o 


ſo accommodated to our Humane 
Eſtate, that we have no more rea- 
ſon to complain of want of due 
Liberty in it, than of Perfetion... 
And would fome Perſons conſider it 
aright , there can nothing more E- 
feftual be imagined, for removing 
. their Prejudices againſt Religion, 
Thoſe whom the [targhtneſs of a 
Phariſaical Carriage does juſtly 
Nauſcate, and who - perhaps find 
as lictle Deſire, as Ability in them- 
ſelves, roimitate ſuch a Behaviour, 
would they bur look into their Sa» 
viour's Example, would find every 
thing 1n it ſo contrary to this, as 
mult ſoon make Religion the ſub- 
je, nor of their Scorn, but their 
Envy. For there is nothing of the 
Saint there, but what compleats 
the Man; and what is fully as ne- 
ceſſary to make us happy), as rati- 
onal Creatures. A man may be 
Religious, according to this, with- | 

out intrenching upon the Offices of 
Civility , or denying himſelf any 
ON reaſon- 


: (FF. 
reaſonable Comfort ; without do- 
ing any thing beneath theHonour of 
aWiſe or a Great Perſon. And what- 
ever ſhew of Holineſs ſome may 
make, by pretending to more than 
this, it is at beſt no other than to go 
beyond the Rule. I ſpeak not this 
however in relation to our Saviour's 
extraordinary Midion , but with 
reſpect only to the Common Duties 
of Religion. As our Saviour was 
a Prophet ſeat from God, and as he 
was the Great Mediator beſides, 
there are ſeveral AQs recorded of 
him, peculiar to thoſe Offices, which 
are quite out of the ordinary Road 
of Life: ſuch was his Preaching 
in the Deſerts, and in the High- 
ways, and his Miracles. The tor- 
mer of which it is no leſsabſurd to 
think our ſelves bound to imitate , 
now Chriſt has appointed a Regu- 
lar Miniftry in his Church, than it 


. is impoſſible to praQtiſe the latter of 


them. But for the ordinary Duties 
of Piety and Vertue , our Saviour's 
| B 4 Exam- 


$) 

Example is every where obligatory 

ro us. And this is ſo excellent. in it 
ſelf, that every Wiſe man would 
chuſe to follow it , though God had 
laid no Qbligation upon him. . To 
conſider it in the moſt remarkable 
Circumſtances of it. 


4- Look upon our Saviour's Life 
in: Ceremonial reſpects, and you 
will find nothing of needleſs Scru- 
palauſneſs or Superſtition there. He 
1s for preſerving Order and Decency 
in God's m_— as much as any ; 
though not for encouraging ever 
vain Cuſtom or Rite, whi 
fome- would! impoſe under the 
Name of Religion. When the C- 
noxs of the he lived under 
required it, he conforms without 
Diſpute in indifferent matters. . The 
Featt of Tabernacles: may well 
ſeem as beggerly. an Element, any 
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(9) 

the groſs Plebeian Humours. of his 
Servants the 7ews,. than for his Sow. 
Yetdid not Chriſt diſdain to appear 
at that, no more than he did at the Joh. 7. 10. 
Feaſt of Dedication, which was. a John 10. 
Feaſt purely of Humane Inſtituti- **: 
on: Ir was Argument enough to 
him for obſerving that , thatit was 
ordained by the Church of which 
he: was a Member ; and he was not 
 ſqueamiſh here, as toqueſtion 
the Authority of hia Church in 
conſtituting {0 innocent a Right ; 
though it might ſeem an En- 
croachment upon God's Prerogative 
_ the p_ ms : _ 

tough! it was weight ſtill 
to- that burden which the "jews be- 
fore-were ill able to bear. 

And what he thus praQtiſed him- 
ſelf, he is very expres in command- 

ing his Diſciples to imicate him in. | 
The Seribes and Phariſees, lays he, Mar. 23; 
þt in Maſs ſas; all therefore what 3 Jo "3 
y08 obſerve, that obſerue 

God da. Tie: could — 


( 10.) 


faid more full than this, for eſta« 
bliſhing the Church's Rights in 
matters of Ceremony ; that ineve- 
ry thing of this nature, nor plainly 
ſinful, ( for thus far the Command 
muſt of neceffiry be reſtrained, and 
to reſtrain it further isto deftroy the 
Force of it ), our Saviour's Will is, 
The Governours of the Church 
ought tor be obeyed. For ſure the 
Scribes and Phariſees at this time, 
were blind and corrupt enough to 
be excluded this Privilege, it ever 
it were. convenient the Governors 
of the -Church ſhould be ſo. Not 
that - our Saviour warrants any 
Church by this, in conſtituting 
fooliſh or burthenſome Rites to no 
purpoſe ; for Tyranny is hatefulto 
God in al Governments ; and'\more 
eſpecially to be ſure in ſuch, where 
the Souls of men are concerned: 
And our Saviour therefore: often 
proteſts _ the Pharifees -arbi- 
trary Uſurpations, in clogging 
God's Service with vain and _ 

eſs 


| 
: 


| 
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( 11) 


leſs Ceremonies. But in regard 
Tyranny was ever reckoned better 
than no Government at all, there- 
fore does our Saviour command his 
Diſciples tobe ſubjeft to the Gover- 
nors of the Church in all Indiffe- 
rent matters, rather than Schiſm 
and Diſorder ſhould happen in his 
Church , by people's obeying no 
farrher than juſt what they =. Ay 
Though here he diſtinguiſhes be- 
twixt the Publick SanQtions: of the 
Church, ratified by juſt Authority, 
and the Opinions of private Do- 
Ctors, embraced only by particular 
Seas. Of which latt fort we muſt 
reckon thoſe' Traditions of the El- 
ders, {o frequently mentioned by 
Chriſt, to be, if we ſuppoſe him 
conſiſtent with himſelf ( with Re- 
verence be it ſpoken). For theſe 
he neicher obſerved himſelf , nor 
does he adviſe his Diſciples to pa 

any regard to them, as being w 4 
ly unobligatory in themſelves, and 
7 the moit part very vain and ſu- 


per- 


Mat. 15.2 


| John 2.15. 


I2 


perſtitious : Particularly that about 
waſhing of hands before meat ; a 
Cuſtom abuſed to that height of 
Superltition amoag the Phariſees, 
thar one of their wiſe 

teaches us, Toeat with unwaſhen 
hands 1s all one as to lye with a 
Whore. This therefore, and the 
like Ceremonies, our Saviour ne« 


gies to comply with himſelf ;_ and 


e ſcorns the Obje&tion of the Pha- 
riſees, in urging the Tradition of the 
Elders againlt his Diſciples, for fol- 
lowing his Example ia ic. 


5, The eſt AQ of Zeal in 
our Saviour's Life, was ſpent upon 
whipping the Buyers and Sellers out 
of the' Temple. Nor is it to be 
wondred ar, to ſee his Indignation 
rais'd at this rate, upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion ;' Natural Religjon teaching 
us, That che Temples of God ought 
_ hy —_—_ ack _ 

xchanges. any except at t 
manner of our Saviour's _ 
| t 


(1) 

this Abuſe, let them conſider the 
liberty that Propherick Perſons of 
old were warranted in by God a- 
mong the Jews, as well as that which 
che Zealots in our Saviour's time 
were permitred ordinarily by the 
Magiſtrates to take upon themſfclves. 
Let them conſider likewiſe , that 
Chriſt's Commiſſion was above all 
others that God ever gave ro men, 
He ated. & « Sox in God's Houſe, 
when Moſes himſelf was but as « Ser- 
vaut. Though, not to examine 
farther into his Authority todo this, 
who had «fl Power given him upon 
Earth, no queſtion but a_ Divine 
Spirit was at the botrom of rhis 
AQ. And the defign of it. is ev 
dently no other, than to ſhew, That 
God's Honour and the Interefts of 
Religion are not a little concerned 
in outward Reverence and Reſpe&. 
For what elſe could have pur the 
meek and gentle Spirit of Cheift in- 
to fuch a Ferment? It is not to be 
thought this was done in AP 


( 14) 
the Jewiſh Temple or Ceremonies 
alone : For Chriſt repeated this A& 
Mar. 21. twice, and the laſt time, the very 
12. Week of his Paſſhon. Bur ſure he 
would never have been ſo extraor- 
dinary zealous in this matter, at - 
ſuch atime, were it only to ſupport 
the Credit of the Ceremonial Law 
a few days, which was now juſt ex- 
Firing with his Death. Some in- | 
deed, that reckon nothing too great 
or glorious tor themſelves, count 
nothing mean enough for God. But 
our Saviour was not of this hu- 
| mour ; he could behold rhe goodty 
Luk. 21.5. ffones of the Temple, and the pifts 
wherewith it was adorned, wit 
ing out with Judzs, Why was 
thi waſte _ A en nad he _ | 
weep in of the Ruins of ſo | 
"x Y Rarely No Bdigoe . when others 
would have ſhouted for joy, that 
proud Babylon was falling. Nor 
did Chriſt pay greater reſpeC& to 
God this way in his Temple made 
* with hands, than in the Temple ot 
is 
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-his own Body ; for though the great- 
.nefs of ned Seer ang edoapent 
Eternal Son of God ) might juſtly 
-have entituled him to greater free- 
dom with his Father ; yer for- our 
example, when he prayed, he kneel- Luke 22. 
ed down, it is ſaid : coy" a moſt +*- 
unan{werable Reproof to that rude 
familiarity which many uſe with 
.God in their Devotions. For what 
ſhall we ſay here? Are we more 
the Sons of God than Chriſt, that 
we ſhould think it ſeemly for us to 
ſi: down before our Heavenly Father, 
when he knelt? Or are we. wiſer 
than he, to think ſuch outward Re- 
verence of no regard in God's e- 
ſteem, wheneven in a Garden upon 
the bare growmd, Chriſt made a 
Conſcience of paying it to him? 


6. We find the Phariſees often at 
our Saviour about the Sabbath. 
| And ſome may think it (trange, that 

| he who. expreſſed ſo great Zeal for 
the Saxtuary of God , _ not 

ow 
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ſhow greater concern than he did, 
for ho Mogour of his, Sabbaths, 
Butthe caſe betwixt theſe was ve 
different : For the Jews, who at this 
time ſo profanely negleQed the 
Temple, were noleſs ſuperſtitiouſly 
nice in keeping the Sabbath; and 
tho a Whip were fitteſt to ſc 
their Profaneneſs, a Bridle was moſt 
proper to reſtrain their Superſtition. 
Wherefore we may obſerve him 
holding the Reins i= here upon eve 
ry occaſion ons ne _ 
raging any ma looſe regard towards 
| this day ; for he conliders it asa day 
'] dedicared to God's Service ; and 
| Marks. 2, we find him therefore Preaching 
continually upon it -in the Jews 
Synagogues; to ſhew that one pri» 
cipa of the Day is to attend 
the Publick Worſhip of God ; and 
all the /iberry he pleads direQtly for 
on this day , is only for works of 
| and Mercy. Ir isin re- 
i _ theſe alone he tells us, That 
27,28 the Sabbath was made for man, _ 
| that 
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that man is lord alſo of the Sabbath. 
Nor = ” give my nt counte- 
nance for is Day upon 
Recreation or Secular Buſineſs. As 
ſure it is very hard, ſince God has 
given us/ix days inthe week for the 

nefit of our Bodies, if the ſevexrh 
ſhall not be allowed by us to his 
Glory, and the good of our Souls. 
Though neicher is Chriſt for tying 
men up upon this Day, to that 
ſtrictneſs which was enjoined by 
Moſes as a Clog and Puniſhmeat to 
the Jews. He himſelf was a Jew, 
and as@ Jew therefore no queſtion 
he obſerved this Day in all reſpe&ts 
an{werable to the intext of Moſes, 
though not to the Pheriſces ſuper- 
ſtitious Gloſſes upon it : But the 
Curſe of the Law which he was 
made under, he deſired not to bring 
upon any of us : And leſt his Exam- 
oh chemting ſhould be brought in- 
to preſident , there is no mention 
made of any Leza/ Obſervances, in 
reſting from Cutiancy Aﬀairs ,' or 


the 
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' the like, which he tied himſelf or 


his Diſciples up to on this Day. Ra» 
ther, the whole driftof his Diſcour- 
ſes about this Day, being more to 
take off from, than advance any 
ſcrupulous Reft upon it, is a = 


-Argument of his Deſign to ſet u 


that more R ations! Sabbath, whic 

the Primitive Chriſtians afterwards 
obſerved upon the Lord's' Day ; 
when the Sabbath was reckoned, 
not ſo much a Day of Ref, as a 
ry deibee Works. AC_ 
of fitt1 1 upon it, as the Phe- 
riſees did, with frozen hearts, and 
fullea prey _ , Chriſtians 
thought nothing ſo ( next 
ay Worſhip ) oy expreſs 
their ' Joy upon it, in ——__ 
fortable Proviſions for themlelves, 


and for the Poor. We know what 


. hard words the Father gave ſuch 


perſons , who choſe to Faſt upon 
this Day. 


7. Faſting; 
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7. Faſting, I think, may well be 
brought under the Head of Cere- 
monial Durtes: And this is certain- 
ly an excellent Ordinance in it ſelf ; 

x Gur being no means more proper 
for reſiſting the Devil's Aſſaulrs, by 
making us meek and poor ix ſpirit, 
fit for the Influences of God's Spi- 
rit to work upon. And our Saviour 
therefore is lo far from diſcounte- 
nancing this, that he ſays there are 
ſome Devils not to be caſt out without 1, ,, 
it. And he not only prepared him- 21. 
ſelf therefore by it, in order ro that, 
Confli& he had with the De- wack s. 

vil ; but he recommends the ute of «6, 17. 
it to his Diſciples, at the ſame time 
that he cautions ghem againſt the 
Phariſees way of Faſting : Indeed 
he is againſt the Pheriſces Faſts, not 
only as they had an Hypocrirical 
Air of Pride and Vainglory in 
them, but as they were reckoned 
by them a Meritorious AQ. For 
never were higher Aſſerters of the 
Dottrine of Merit by Good Works, 

C 2 than 
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than among theſe Phariſees. Whence 
it was, that to enhanſe the value 
of this Duty before God, their Faſts 
were both carried on with greater 
Strictneſs, and were much more 
frequent than other peoples. Ne- 
ther of which is much commend- 
ed by Chriſt: As to the frequency 
of their Faſts, our Szviour uſed his 
Diſciples ſo little to this, as to make 
the Phariſees think they Faſted nor 
at all. It may ſeem he was not for 
making this Duty too common, but 
for uling it only as occaſion requi- 
red. When ſuch Duties are praQti- 
fed of courſe, they are apt to loſe 
their virtue ſoon, like Phyſick to 
which mens bodges are accuſtomed, 
It is the applying them upon great 
and ſpecial occaſions chiefly , that 
makes them have due Operation up- 
on mens minds. And though our 
Saviour therefore tells us, That his 
Diſciples ſhould practiſe this Duty | 
oftner whex he was gone ; this implies 
not , that it ſhould always _ 
ut 
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butonly whilſt the days of Mourn- 

ing (as it were) for the Bride- 
groom's Departure, did in an extra- 
ordinary manner require it : And 

much leſs does our Saviour 
commend the Phariſees rigid Obſer- 

vance of this Duty; pale looks, 

and drooping heads, are things per- 

haps that »/a» may admire people 

for, but God delights not in. Even 

in this moſt Mortifying AQ of Re- & 
ligion, Chriſt is for anointing the waar 6.15. 
head, and waſhing the face ; for be- 
having our ſelves with modeſt ex- 
preſſions of Chearfulneſs before the 
World. 


8. This Principle of Merit which 
the Pheriſees ſo eſpouſed, put them 
not only upon Faſting at this rate, 
but upon Whipping themſelves al- 
ſo, and uſing the like ats of Auſte- 
rity, as good Authors report ; which 

5 the praQtice of the Romanifts at 
' this day: And this was a mighty 
work of Supererogation. among 

C 3 them. 


Luke 18. 
13. 
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them. But our Saviour gives not 
the leaſt Encouragement to this, ej- 
ther by his Precept or Example. As 
W hipping is reckoned a part of Pe- 
nance by the Romiſh Church, we 
arenot ſo unreaſonable to expett tq 
find our Saviour exerciſing his Body 
after this manner, for ſins he never ' 
committed ; tho as it was reckoned 
aw ork of {uperabundant Merit, as 
well as of Satisfation, by the Pha- 
riſees, it may ſeem as proper for 
him, as any body elfe : But then 
certainly it is very ſtrange, among 
{o many Penitents as came to him 
for cure of their vins, that he ſhould 
never preſcribe this Method of let- 
ring themſelves blood, did he be. 
lieve it of any avail to that end. It's 
true, he gives a fair CharaQter of 
the Publican's ſmiting upon hus m_ 
when he made Confeſſion of his ſins 
toGod; But what then? That was 
an Att ſignificant of True Contriti- 
on, and was no leſs natural for per- 
ſons in great Trouble of Mind, than 
| | Whip- 
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Whipping is fooliſh and unnatural. 
Nor is John the Baptiſt's courſe of 
life, which'the Papilts in(ift ſo much 
upon , any juſt ground for this, or 
the like Auſterities : For ( beſides 
that there is nothing there of this 
Whipping Practice ), John the Bap- 
tift had an extraordinary Call from 
God to do what he did : He was to 
come 1n the Spirit of Elias, as a 
Forerunner of Chriſt, and ſo was 
to imitate that Prophet in a rough, 
hardy way of Life: Andthis, we 
may ſuppoſe, to repreſent to us, as 
in an Emblem, the different Tem- 
r betwixt the Law and Goſpel : 
or John the Baptiſt was the laſt 
Prophet of the old Law, in whom 
God would ſhew us the Severity 
of thoſe Precepts which he thought 
fit to hold the Jews under ; but 
which he is pleaſed now to hold 
his Church no longer to, for the 
ſake of his Son: Whoſe way of 
Life therefore was a perfe&t Re- 
verſe to that of John the Baptiſt, 
C 4 And 
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And indeed , ſuch Auſterities as 
theſe, when men take them upon 
themſelves of their own heads, or 
when they pretend to impoſe them 
upon others, are no other than 
ſuch -Obſervances as our Saviour 
points at, when he tells the Phari- 

Mar. 15.9- ſees, That in vain they worſbipped 
God, teaching for Dottrines the 
commandments of men. The Pha- 
riſees pretended no ground for 
them in their Law, no more than 
the Papilt can well do in ours, 
And though in Charity therefore 
we condemn them” not for ſuch 
extravagant Will-Worſhip as this, 
yet we rather pity than commend 
them. Such was our Saviour's 
Life and DoQrine 1a reſpe&t of Ce- 


remonies, 


9. Conſider our Saviour's Life 
in reſpeQt of Piery towards God, 
and you will find as little of Emthe- + 
fiaſm init in chat, as of Scrupulosſ- 
eſs or Smper ftitron in the et 
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fpe&t. Faith is the great foundati-. 
on of Piety. And this is a Duty 
of an extraordinary nature in one 
reſpe&, as the Gitc of Prophecy , 
and the power of working Mira- 
cles depend upon it. Though.a this 
reſpect our Saworr's Faith was not 
Enthuſiaſtick. For our Saviour real- 
ly fhEwed the juſt pretences he 
made to an extraordinary Faith, by 
the michty works he did ; whereas 
theFaith of Enthuſialts produces no» 
thing above the power of Natnre. 
And neither was our Sawiour's Faith 
attended, with thoſe violent Pertur- 
bations of mind and body , which 
Enthuſiaſts are ever polleſffed with 
in their preteaſions to Revelation 
and Prophecy. But as Faith is an 
ordinary Duty of Religion, it is 
only a firm belicf in , and reliance 
upoa the Promiſes and Declarations 
of God, whether with reſpeCt to 
Spiritual or Te concerns. As 
ro both which, is nothing our 


very 
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very wiſe and ſober man both may, 
and ought to ſubſcribe to. As to 
Spiritual conceerns, the great Arti- 
cle of our Faith is, to believe that 
God will rewara ſuch in another 
life, whoadzligently ſeek him in this. 

_ Andwhat is there in that more,than 
what the molt Barbarous Nations 
| have ever conſented in, and which 
there is nothing more diſhonoura-» 
ble to our Natures than to deny ? 
If weare bound alſo to believe, that 
the Goſpel of Chrift propoſes the 
ſafeſt and beſt way of ſeeking God, 
and fo of obtaining a future Re- 
ward, I ſuppoſe no one that calls 
himſelf a Chriſtian will | think 
much of having that added to his 
Creed. Nay, and conſidering the 
excellency of that Teſtimony with 
which the Goſpel is confirmed , if 
Chrſtians are alſo required to give 
their conſents to ſome Traths there- 
in revealed, which are above the 
power of Humane reaſon to com- 
prehend ; Ithink noman, incom- 
mon 


14. 

mon Modeſty, can objeCt againſt this: 
eſpecially whilſt he conſiders withal 
the vaſt diſproportion b<rwixt God 
and us, together with the weakneſs 
of Humane faculties in diſcerning 
che Nature Cand aules even of the 
moſt common Accidents here be- 
low. There are many things in 
Nature which we believe , though 
we ſee them not , and though they 
ſeem ſomewhat contrary to reaſon ; 
fuch is the Earths hanging upon 
nothing, in the midſt of che Air , 
which we have nothing but the 
power of an Almighty archite& 
to fly to for the ſolution of ; but 
{ure it is hard to deny that Faith-to 
Supernatural, which we give to 
Natural things As to Temporal 
concerns , the fum of our Faith is, 
That God governs the world with 
the greateſt wiſdom and goodnels , 
and fo that we oughtto rely upon his 
Providence in the uſe of lawful 
means, without anxious fears or 
rroubles. And this is no other than 

a na- 


Mat. 6.34. 
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a natural, Principle, and ſuch as is 
the great foundation of Happineſs 
in this life. He that believes this 
heartily , is at Peace with himſelf 
ia every condition ; and the {ame 
Peace which he brings to himſelf 
by it, he ſuffers the reſt of the 
World to enjoy. Whilſt ſome 
whining Hypocrites, that talk of 
nothing more than Faith, and pra» 
Qiſe nothing /eſs than what Faith 
direQs, are a continual Plague to 
themſelves and all about them, by 
needleſs Complaints and Jealouſies. 
It is a noble Strain of Philoſophy 
that our Saviour expreſſes himſelf 
in, about that undiſturbed Con- 
tent which every one oughe to 
quiet his Soul with, in conſidera i- 
on of God's Providence. Take zo , 
thought for the morrow, but let the 
morro'» take thoug ht for it ſelf 5 ſuf- 
ficient for the day is the evil thereof. 


10. I oveof God is the moſt ge- 
#nine Effect of true Faith. And the 
Love 
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Love of the Eternal begotten Son 
towards his Father, we may well 
F think was ſo great, as to leave r- 
finitely behind it every thing chat is 
f called by that Name. Yet do we 
ſee little of thoſe Tranſports of Paf- 
fion in his Love, which Myſtical 
: people talk ſo much of; and which 
make the Love of God a Duty no 
leſs difficult ro be underftood than 
practiſed. He tells us indeed in one 
place , That he and the father Were John 10. 
one ; and in another, That the fs —g 
ther was in him, and he in the father.) om 
| But ſuch places relate to his Hypo» 
| Ffatical Union with the Divine Na- 
ture, which it is Blaſj _— for any 
to pretend to beſides himſelf. And 
there is little ground therefore from 
hence, for thole extravagant expref(- 
fions which contemplative Rhapſo- 
difts love to ſpeak ia , of being uni- 
ted by Love to the Divine Eſſence, 
and being 7rans5fuſed into God. 
| When Chrilt } {peaks of Love as a 
' Dury incumbear on us, we have no 
g ſuch 
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ſuch Expreſſions as theſe. And to 
' lIoveGod then isno more, than to 
John 14. keep his Commandments out of a 
21, Principle of Daty and Choice, as we 
count hima Berg highly worthy to 
be ſerved by us betore all things. 
And there is no need of ſtraini 
our faculties to ſuch Romantic 
heights , as the people I have been 
ſpeaking of ralk of, to do this. For 
t h our Saviour tells us, that we 
Mark 12. muſt love the Lord our God with al 
I®> our hearts , and all our ſouls, and all 
our minds,ani all our ftrenzth ; What 
is this more, than .to expreſs our 
Love towards him , in obeying his 
Commands with readineſs and fins 
cerity ? As we uſually mean in com- 
mon Speech, when we cry, we will 
do ſuch a thing with al our hearts, 
that we are diſpoſed with willing: 
neſs and affetion to do it. There 
are no Notions of Divine Love 
more ſublime , than thoſe we meer 
with in Plato and his Heathen fol- 
lowers ; from whom it is plain out 


Myfti- 
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Myſtical Divinity took its Riſe. Bur 


ſuch ought to have frong Heads, 
that ſoar aloft, as they did. And if 
Vulgar Souls ave bound to aim at 
ſuch Contemplative PerfeQtion as 
theſe talk of, we ſhall want more 
Bed/amsthan Churches. Nor can I 
think chat to be a PerfeQtion in Re- 
ligion, which none but Philoſophers, 
and men that lead the lives of ſuch 
(I mean Sedentary Contemplative 
lives) are capable of arriving at. 
As if God had not the ſame regard 
to a poor Labouring man, tnat {tudies 
diligeatly ro ſerve him 1n a plain 
well meaning way ,, aStothe moſt 
Speculative perſon in the world. It 
is the week and hamble Soul that 
Chriſt delights moſt in ; and it were 
well therefore if theſe high Notions 
did nor puff mens minds up with too 
much Spiritual Pride , to make 
them deſerve the CharaQer of ſuch 
perſons. 


11.1 
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11; I never met any people in my 
life that were more unwilling «to 
leave the world , than thoſe who 
make a Longing delire of enjoying 
God in Heaven to bea zeceſſary part 
of our Love towards him. You 
ſhall find theſe cling as cloſe to the 
eatth as other people , when Death 
gives them warning to prepare 
themſelves for parting with 1t ; they 
are as peeviſh as others , and inqut 
ſitive after Remedies, and deſirous 
to be flattered into good hopes of 
doing well again, which are certain» 
ly no ſigns of any extraordinary For- 
wardneſs to go to their /ovg Homes, 
Nor can[I ſee Ground of Cundemn- 
ing men of this, as long as we find 
our Saviour himſelf Sympathizing 
with Humane: Nature in it. Were 
' there any neceffity of ſuch an in- 
ſtance to prove our Love towards 
God to be ſincere, we might juſtly 
have expeRted from Chriſt, a deſire 
of leaving this world,and being uni- 
ted to God upon 4»y Terms. _ 

W 
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what were the Sufferings he was to 
endute, -.compared'with the joy that 
was ſet before him ? But our Saviour 
deſired not to make himſelf an Ex- 
ample-of ſuch Heights of Love ; 
which ( tho viſible in ſome Pro- 


= , and Divinely Inſpired per- 


, from their intimate Converſe 
with God; as well as in ſome Saints 
and | Martyrs immediately before 


' their deaths , for Confirmation of 


theirs and other es Faith ; 
et )- in + the - ordinary Diſpen- 
_ of - Grace: are _ leſs 
fore whea the Cup of his Paſſion 


| was'preſented to! hi , he ſhrinks Mar. 26. 


back from -1t,, in a natural abhor- 39. 
rence ;- and he chuſes rather to re- 
ceive the irrevocable Sentence with 
an att of bare Submiſſion to God's 


nar re ym or II 
| arter . 
The fame. which' is obſervable in 
the whole Hiſtory ty his _ 6 

ut 
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Bur if Chriſt behaved himſclf ax | 
this rate, whoſe Faith was ſo flrongy 
and conſequently his Love of God 
{o ardent, What more can be: ex 


d from us weak Creatures? 


pete 
Indeed the o/s/s we h' 
pry er dares, Trees, 


_—_— with that whiclpreſems 
y ObjeQs to-us, that if out 
Hy Welfare affect us- more than 


the Hopes of — fs, "8 
may ina great meaſure be' excuſed 


by the different Force of the! Ob» | 


jets ftriking upon our Faculties: 
And therefore it required allthe Ar- 
gumentsand Exhortations that the 
Wiſdom of God: ( as ir were Y 
could invent, to raiſe aur T 
FS 
re- 
vealed in his: Word, Wherefore; 
in ſhore, though the- Enjoyment 
of God in Heaven- be certainty” the: 
Great End of # Chriſtian's hopes;, 
and that which all his ations: ought 
i ſome meaſure to be ag" + 
( el wards; 


| 
| 
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wards; yet to propoſe this to our 
ſelves with P and Eagerneſs. of 
Deſire, or ſo as urterly to deſpiſe 
the Comforts. of this World, may 
well be thought a lirtle above _ 
rtion of the imperfeQt e 
pee" Chriftian in this- life; bein 
teſerved by God as-a main. part 0 
thar Happineſs which we muſt ex- 
pe& in the Bleſſed Viſion above: 


£2. Ptayer is an excellent ex- 
preſſion of Piety towards God : 
And there is nothing recommends 
this Duty ſd effeQtually to- him; as Hb 
Fervour of Devotion in- it: But 
then our Saviour ſhews us, thas 
this Fervour conſiſts not ( as ſome 
; would have it thought Y in wild 
Geſtures, or loud and paffionare 
Exclamations. When = himſelf 
prayed' in the Garden, he 
earneſtly, it is ſaid; and peer 
well think his heart was never ful 44- 
ler, than in tha bitter Agorty, nor 
conſequently his AﬀeQions more 
CRIES D 2 | 
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raiſed than at that time: And yer 
what is the reſult of this, bur thar 


Mat. 26, he fell meckly upon his knees three 
39, 42,44. £4mes, and uttered theſe few gentle 


words, Father, if it be thy will, let 
this cup paſs from me: And if we 
conſider that Prayer of his which 
he preſcribed to his Diſciples, both 
as:a Pattern to Pray by, and a Form 
to-be conitantly uſed by them, it 
may ſeem contrived on purpoſe to 
xr the Eathuſiaſts pretences 
about this Duty : For ( not to ins 
{iſt upon its being a Form of Pray- 
er?)-1n the firſt place it was ſucha 
Farm as was very ſhort, conſiſting 
of but Six Petitions, and thoſe com» 


prehended in few Words: He way | 


not for the. way of ſome people; 
who meaſure their Prayers more by 


the Hour-glaſs than their Wants, 
be expoſes it as an Heatheniſh Cu» ' 
Mar. 6; 7, ſto £0 ule vain Repetitions, and im» | 


pertinent. Length in Prayer. Bes 
tides this, 4t is calm and meek; 
ſuitable to:the Temper of us lid 
> FR0Y 3 
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thor ; no Heats of Paſſion in it, no 
vehement Ontcries or Exaggerati- 
ons; nothing to raiſe thoſe wild 
Spirits in men, which make- 'em 
rave, and foam, and toſs about, as 
if they were poſſeſſed. Not that 
Length of Prayers is blameworthy 
in it ſelf, nor yet Vehemence of 
A@tionor Speech, which in a ſober 
ſenſe is commendable in Prayer, up- 
on ſ{ome- occaſions ; but to ſhew, 
That Fervour of Devotion is no 
ways inconſiſtent with coo! blood, or 
fewneſs of words ; and that God is 
as often at leaſt in-the fill ſmall 
voice, as in the earthquake or fire. 


13. Ttis a great part of Piety to 
nfow due x, arr of time upan 
God's Service: And: we find our 
Saviour therefore often in the Tem» Rm 14- 
ple and the'Synagogues of the Fews, © 
worſhipping God in Publick } Fra 
well as frequently retiring with his 5g is. 
Diſciples, and by himſelf, 4 his pri- = 
vate Devotions: Though all this Me 

D 3 while ?* 


mY | 
while our Sgyiour was no ſuch Eve 


cite, as ta think the greateſt part 
of his Life ought to. be ſpent.1g 
Prayer ; but he beſtows conſiders 
Tohn 2. 1. ble portions of his time upon his 
Luke 22- wn Refreſhment, and upon the 
a offices of Humanity and. Friend 
| ſhip ;. beſides, what muſt be: ſupp, 
{ed ro rake up the main bulk of \el 
ent his Working (as is though) 
ill Thirty Ro Age, at his by 
ers Ir And neither thery- 
= is: hg 5 that way of praQice 
which prange fol _—_ _ 

Ages, af peoples retiring from 
ah and mewring 6 themſelves up: 
Cells and C] that they 


have nec ly 


Meditate, and 


Poe. tek 
take upan, ' themſelves, of Chews 
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ſome few, according to the Original 
Pattern, but multitudes in a fod 
Imitatiod, entring themſelves into 
Monafteries too often as a cloak of 
Jdlenefs, to ſerve their Bellies and 
their Luſts, more than God. Ir is 
a Remarkable Saying of an Ancient 
Father ro: ſuch people ; Thos ſepa- 
gy of: ſelf from the World, thut 
no body may ſee thee; but whom doſt 
thou benefit by this? Hadſft thou been 
what thou art, thinkeſt thow, if eve« 
759-one had done as thow doſt? And 
our Saviouy plainly leads the way 
to the: Fathey in this ; he is not-for 
ſich Perfeftion in Religion as de- 
Rroys one main endof ir, whictr is 
to make men and beneficial 
to one another; but he divides the 


Law into Two great Commandments, Mat. 22: 
the Love of God, and of our Neigh 3% 39: 


bour, which he makes alike necef: 
fary to be obſerved, and fo 1s not 
for having one of theſe to ſwallow 
the jes of the other: Tho 
if any maſt neceſſarily be omitred 
D 4 at 


Mar. 12.7. AE Any time, he is even for preferring 


Works of Mercy and Goodneſs bes 
fore Sacrifice. For his own part, 
the great buſineſs of his Life was, 
To go abaut, doing good ; nat to fit 
Muting continually by himſelf ; 
by which he brought no leſs Glory 
to God, than Benefit ta Mankind, 
Nor does our Saviour preſcribe any, 
ſet Rules, what time muſt of ne 
ceſliry be employed upon: AQts of 
Devotion, but leaves this to every 
man's Conſcience to proportion. the 
time according to his leilure and 0 
vortunities. To be ſure,. to begjn 
and end the day with God, isthe 
lealt he requires from us,. as being 
that which Natural Religion 
teaches to be neceſſary : And yet, 
would ſome. men make: a Conſci- 
ence of this, tho they work ſex days 
in the week, according to God's 
racious Allowance, I queſtion not 
- but they ſerve God asacceptably,ia 
profiting the world by their lawful 
Callings, as the. ſeyereſt Reclaſe in 
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"FTW 
bending his knees continually be- 
fore God, 


14. Repentance isa Duty ſo near 
a-kin to Piety , that I know no 
place more proper to ſpeak. of it 
thanthis. This is a Duty of a ve- 

ſolemn and fevere nature, and 
ſuch as habitual ſinners muſt expe& 
much trouble and contention with 
themſelves abour, before they bring 
it to perfection: Tho certainly ſuch 
have little reaſon-to complain of any 
bardſhips in this. Duty,, as. having 
brought them upon themſelves by 
their own Fault.; and they have 
much more ground to admire God's 
Goodneſs in-allowing any place at all 
to-Repentance,, than ro charge his 
Juſtice with Severity in making the 
Terms of our Reconciliation fo 
difficult, were they much. more 
grievous to us, than really they are. 
Far indeed, as-thecaſe now - ſtands, 
there is: nothing in this. Duty ' but 
what we osr {elves ſhould count rea- 

{onable, 
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ſonable, 'were' it = to any of 
us. To be heartily ſorry for a fault; 


_ Who is there that admits a 


Luke 19. 
8; 


i= Taakin $ 


28, 29. 


Luke 23. 
41, 43» 
ny 


Offender to Mercy” without this 
Who likewiſe that reckons Grp a 
one worthy of new favour, with- 
out aCtual ſigns, as'well as promiſes 
of amendment ?-Though here 'I 
ſee Go necelficy for thiols- heights of 
Sorrow which ſome-infift upon ſo 
*as' the only trae marks of 
yimths Duty ; and which, 
_ unwary cations, have run 
ſ many Fg Melancholly, Madneſs 
and hy: I am fure there is 
very little ground for it in our Savi- 
our's —darar about Repenrance : 
His deſign is rather to _—_ than 
to break peoples hearts by this ny. ; 

whence we may obſerve, Zacheus 
- ' is deſcribed by an at 
” alone ; and Se. Mat- 

hens fo 


Tg —— 
ane fe be 


-at @ Feaſt 
if's ithe Crofs;- 
RET Oe his Guilt 
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and Faith/in- che Merits of our 


- viour 3 and not--one word all wt 


while of any exceſſive ſorrow that 
our Savigur: preſcribes, in his Ex- 
hortations t6theſe or any other 
ſons. Ir's true, the Privlies oien 
endeavour toawaken the Jews from 
their SpirioulSecurity, calling 
hem r64How!, and C ry aloud, 
and Rene: - their hearts, with = 


zerms of - fouzi 


Eccius of the 
grecable to the Genius of the Old 
Law, which was delivered ar, firſt 
in Thunder and Tempeſt. Bur fuch 
who ſtudy to As —_ 
Stile, rather than Chriſt's, T 

ſcarce conſider aright, What 


they are of : For lure our wa 


had hardened finners enough to 
deal with, to provoke himto this 
Stile., had pes I to his 
Temper : Though til? jt muſt be 
mo —— ee 
bole in xpreffiots 

$, (no unuſual: 
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themſelves confeſs, That it is not 
ſo much the affiif#/zg the ſoul, as 
turning from wickedneſs, and doing 
that which is lawful and right, that 
Gad. calls Repentance. Not that 
Godly Sorrow is otherwiſe than com- 
mendable in every degree of it, as 
it isa ſure ſign of Graceand an &x- 
cellent means of Converſion; it 
being half way towards Amend- 
ment of any Fault, to be thorough- 
ly poſſeſſed with trouble and grief 
for it : And happy therefore is he, 
whoſe heart being tender, and his 
Soul touched with a deep ſenſe of 
his Folly and Ingratitude in offend- 
ing God, can with David and 
St. Peter, melt into Tears preſeatl 
at the remembrance of his 
crimes. But that which is lauda- 
ble or uſeful, is not always neceſſa- 
ry; and I think there 1s as little 
reaſon to ſuppoſe it ſhould be ſo in 
this, as in any other caſe; for there 
are many: Natural circumſtances. of 
Age, Sex, and Conſtitution of __ 
VE 
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dy, that cauſe great difference in 
peoples Inclinations to Sorrow ; as, 
the weaker and more tender they 
are, the more eaſily they are, gene- 
rally, wrought upon by this Paſſi- 
on; Childhood and Old Ape are 
more {ubjeCt to it than Manhood ; 
Women more than Men; ſoft and 
gentle Natures, more than rough 
and manlier diſpoſitions: But ſure 
Salvation does not depend upon 
ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, which 

ple can no ways help : And if 
Oe therefore, who upon the moſt 
ſenſible afflictions are not able to 
ſhed a Tear, ( as there be many of 
this Temper ), ſhall with Dry 
Eyes confels their fitis before God, 
this certainly ſhall never be reckon- 
ed as a Bar to their Acceptance 
with him. L 


This was our Saviour's Life and 
Beftrine inreſpe& of Piery towards 


15. Look 


(.46) 
I5. "u our Saviour's 
Life in of Duties relating 
to our;{elves, and it is alrogether of 
4 piece with what has hitherto been 
obſerved : His Conduct here does 
moreeſperially ſhew us the free and 
geaerous Temper of his Religion ;- 
that the Delign of it is not to ex 
ſlave = _—_ enoble the _ | 
men... 'T he regulating our pa 
in Renrk of theſe j 
ast© this, our Saviour was un- 
pres. the greatelt Maſter of his 
Paſſions, that ever the world knew ; 
far what-orthers. boaſted fo much of 
only inWords,he practiſed in Deed; 
not were thete:any Trials therefore 
—_ /-When a Caro and a 
Brutx, ; rus r ences to 
Phil y, fe into — de- 


rees impatience at laft, reviling 

o ? -as weak and unſtable, 

ceſs anſwerable to their Virtue 3 

our Saviour could behold his gone: 
| e 
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 Merics rewarded with the:fouleft 


 Ingratitude thar the world's Malice 


could invent, and yet /he 4 lamb be 
ta the laughter, and not apens his 
=X the while ;. chan” which 
is certainly no truer evidence 

of Greatzeſs of Soul, in fuck: caſes 
as this, where to cnurme is but to 
reproach Providence, or at-beſt-to 
exerciſe our ſpleen to ao : 
Though neither does our Saviour 
ſhew himſelf an example ot fuck 
ſenſeleſs unconcern under any: trou- 
ble: as is conrrev7 to: nature: | He: ig 
not for thoſe Sroice! Rants of look- 
ing upon Sickneſs, and Death, and 
ths like bodily Evils, as things with- 
os; that belonged norhing to ham ; 
bur where things were really 'bur- 
thenfome ro Nacure, he is ace afha- 


wed to expreſs tokens. of hamane. . 


at them; 
of bis Sufiriey 
therefore drew nigh, be falls into' 
avel ponies Coovnifions at 
- ——_— of thats Miteries he 


WAS 


weakneſs, in grievi 
when the Day - 


(48) 
was/t6-endure;; and he WA 
up- the Ghoſt afterwards, _ 
twice crying out with « loud voice, My 


.o. God; Go why haſt thou forſaken 
; por Sears. pear. Tor. | 


mage wringing m him this 
; and that without = 
imputation of undutifulneſs .. 
God; there being a great diſerenca 
betwixt Expoſtulating thus with 
God inhumble ways for ſeeming to 
forſake us in our troubles; and char- 
ging his Providence fooliſhly for fo 
doing ; nor does our Saviour think 
it any lefſening to himſelf, or injury 
toGod,' to exerciſe his Paſſions up- 
on much {lighter occaſions than 
this; particulary in the caſe of Le 
| zarws's death, where he is faid to 
weep, and groan, and be troubled in 
. mind, whillt he ſaw the two ſiſters, 
\ 'artha and Mary, lamenting over 
their dead Brother : He was fſenfi- 
ble how great an Aﬀfiition the loſs 
of ſo Dear a Brother muſt be ; and 
therefore 'inftcad - of ——— 
<H'v/ t 
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| the Women for ſuch natural expreſ- 


ons of love, he diſdains not to 
ew a like tenderneſs. of affection 
timw(elf, in condoling. with them. 
ad indeed, in ſuch caſes as this, 
ons are not only very innocent, 


bat very. uſeful and commendable 


many times, if reftramed within 
due bounds, being oaly a more Em- 
— way of expreſſing thoſe 

ward Sentimeats of our Souls by 
Afions, which might well become 
us otherwiſe to do iz Words; and 
being deſigned beſides as a Relief to 
Nature, to {often thoſe AMittions 
by giving them vent, which are 
apt toſwell and rage the more in us, 
by endeavouring to. ſtifle them : 
And when we ſpeak therefore of 
nothing altering the Evenneſs of 
our Saviour's mind, we ſpeak ina 
feaſe anſwerable to the Conſtituti- 
on of Human Nature; not that 
ourward Accidents wrought -no 
change in his Paſſions (for then he 
mult have ceaſed - be a on , 
= ut 


- 


Mar 11. 
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but that they cauſed no ſuch diſtur. 


bance in him, as was offenſive to 
Religion, or-deftruQtive of his own 


Happineſs and Content. In ſhorr, 


he uſed his Paſſions as Servants on- 
ly to Nature and Virtue, not as 
Tyrants over Reaſon and Senſe ; 
whereby he preſcribed the moſt 
proper limits to them. 


16. Temperance in Eating and 
Drinking, is another Duty we owe 
toour ſelves; and the world cannot 
deny it to be a reaſonable one, -if 
the deſign of it were only to 
ſerve our Bodies in health : Tho 
here our Saviour's Example is far 
from obliging us to a Rechabite 
Striftneſs, or to weigh our Meat 
by Grains and Scruples. He that 
made the World, knew betrer for 


what end the Creatures were ſent, 


than that they ſhould lye upon the 
ground and periſh : And he had 
rather therefore undergo the names 
of Wine-bibber and Glutton, _ 
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the Phariſees, than abridge Man- 
kind of a due Liberty about theſe 
things. Wemay well imagine the 
occaſion of thoſe baſe RefleQions 
being caſt upon Chriſt, was the 
over-preciſeneſs of the Phariſees in 
their Rules of Temperance, who 
iticems would ſtrain at every Gat 
they met with in their Glaſs or 
Diſh, though they could ſwallow 
whole Camels laden with Oppreſ- 
fing Sins: Bur our Saviour was 
not to take his Standard of Morality 
from their ftingy Meaſures; and 
without any thing of Reſervedneſs 
therefore, we find him frequenting 
Plentiful' "Tables, and Friendly 
Meetings : The Son: of man \came 1 _ 
eating and drinking, as he himſelf 9. 
teſt He accepts.of a great Luke 5. 
Feaſt from his Diſciple Levi, as a ** 
| Conſecration-Enterrainment upon 
his Admiſſion into the Apoltleſhip. 
And he fears not to make the Phare- 
ſees Witneſſes of his Innocent Free- 
doms at their NR _ though Luke 1. 
or 2 


he 37» 
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he knew how apt they were to vio- 


Joh. 2. 16: 


late the Laws of Hoſpitality, in 
baſely Cenſuring him when he was 
gone. He appears at the Marriage- 
Feaſt of Canain Galilee, and {cru» 
les not to work his firſt Miracle for 
Heating the Gueſts with Wine, 
after they had well drank, it. is ſaid: 
Not to encourage any thereby in 
Beaſtly Exceſs, but to preſerve the 
Maſter of the Feaſt, who was his 
Friend, from Reproach, and to 
ſhew his Approbation of a mwode- 
rate Chearfulneſs upon ſuch occa- 
ſions; if any diſordered themſelves 
afterwards, ( as we find not 
did) it wastheir own fault : Cheri 
is no more to be blamed for thus, 
than God Almighty, who provides 
plenrifully - for us. of all ſorts, tho 
he knows many are like to make a 
very bad uſe of his Bounty: Nor 
can Azy therefore well defire par 
_ Liberty than Chriſt allows 5 
i do, I am confident it is not 
10 _ 


fit; for there is nothing 
| more 
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Wore truej/than that if Tnrempe- 


Trance hats upon: men as 2 
Duty, it would be reckoned one 


of the greateſt. Slaveries in the 
World. - | 


17. Chaſtity may be reckoned 
another Duty relating to'our ſelves : 


And this is a Virtue of {ſo nice and 


_"_r_ nature, that - _ im- 
e thought is apt to ſully and de- 
Face it : Frcugh wa have little rea- 
foa to complain of the Strianeſs 
of Religion, in reſtraining our 
thoughts about this, if we conlider 
the proneneſs of our Natures to luſt, 
how apt they are to take fire at the 
leaft ſpark, and to riſe into a flame 


preſently, if never fo little encou- 


raged. Ir was neceſſary ſuch Appe- 
tices ſhould be ſtrongly rooted in 
mens minds, for the propagation 
of mankind; ſince it is {carce to 
be thought otherwiſe , that any 
would undergothe Pain and Trou- 
ble of bringing forth Children and 
| E 3 pro- 


oviding for them, were they not 
_. Jed toit by ſome very invitine ſenſe 
of Pleaſure: But then it was as ne- 

ceſſary for that end, to prevent Com 

fuſed Mixtures: And man there: 

fore is not more poſſeſſed, by the 
Conſtitution of his Nature, with 
Deſires towards the Att of Gene- 
ration, than wich Dereſtation of 

the Abuſe of it ; witneſs thoſe 

Sons of Pleaſure, who indeed are 

well enough content to injure their 
Nezghbours this way ; yet reckon 
nothing -fo- intolerable, as to have 

the Chaſtiry of their Wives or 
Daughters. defiled, or to be called 

the Off-/pring of fo baſe an AQ. 

W heretore to prevent {o dangerous 

and odious a Vice, Chriſt endea- 

vours to deſtroy ir at the root, if 
poſſible, by condemning all un- 

chaſte Thoughts and Deſires: And 

to this purpoſe he tells us, That 

Mat. 28. but to look wpor a woman, ſo as to 
luſt after her, is to commit Adultery 

with hey ; It is aot to be thought 

here, 
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here, thar every firſt Motion of 
our Hearts towards Laſciviouſneſs, 
if timely ſuppreſſed, is what our 
Saviour means by looking wpon 4 
momen ; {uch imperteCt vr A as theſe, 
being declared by the belt Caſuifts, 
to be ſo far from fins deftrut#ive to 
Salvation, that they become rather 
the Parents of Virrue to us, by ex- 
erciſing our Faith and Obedience. 
And indeed , were ſuch an a& e- 
nough to conſtitute the Adultery of 
the Eye, the Phariſees Practice ( as 
odd as it was) might feem no lefs 
than neceſſary ; ſome of whom we 
are told were wont to walk conti- 
nually with their eyes ſhut, blun- 
dering againſt every one they mer, 
only ro avoid the ſight of Women. 


| Butin ſhort, it isonly the fxixg our 


Eyes and Imaginations upon one 
another with wanton Deſires, that 
aur Saviour condemns in- this place. 
And this is ſo far from' being a fla- 
viſh Impoſitioa upon us; that it 
ſerves only to free our minds from 

E 4 One. 


Luke 16. 
14. 


et 56) 
one of: the moſt Tyr 


yrannous Maſters; 
we can poſſibly be ſubjett to; ſuch 


is the Paſhon of Luſt when once it: 
gets a Head; a paſſhon no leſs vain 
than izſolext, tor the moſt part, 
aSit buſies it ſelf, and torments men 
with longing after thoſe Objedts, 
which it has no hopes or poſhbi- 
lity many times of ever enjoying, 


18. The moderating our Aﬀe- 
Qtions towards Earthly things , is 


another Duty owing to our ſelves, 


that our Saviour very much inſiſts 
upon; and the more, becauſe the 
Phariſees made fo light of it; for 


the Phariſces were Covetous, we 


are told ; and ſo little ſenlible were 
they of any Hurt being in this, that 
they could Lauzh at Chriſt, when be 
talked to them of the impoſſibility 
of ſerving God and Mammon at the 
{ame tune. . But our Saviour ſaw 
enough of this fin in the Phariſees, 
ro convince him of the pernicious 
cffeQs of it to Religion, and he 
G 


- F —_ 
TREO Too ono ow *' = 


( 57 


Good of Mankind. ' And: had he 


not ſeen it there, he could as eaſily 
have foreſeen it-in his Diſciple J«- 


' das, to whoſe Covetous Diſpolition 


be knew the Loſs of his Precious 
Blood ſhould be owing : Certainly 
the greateſt Brand of Infamy that 
can poſſibly lye upon any one ſin! 
And well therefore might our Sa- 
viour caution his Diſciples againſt 


| this ſin, with a Beware of covetouſ- Luke 12. 


neſs, for the life of man conſiſteth *** 
wot in the abundance of things which 
he poſſeſſeth. The Heathew Mo- 
ralifts ſpent much time in expoling 
this Vice ; and the very ſhame of 
ſetring their hearts upon things 
which had fo little of lid Enjoy- 
men in them, and which were ſo 
Joon to _ ” end, was mevoney 
argument ſufficient among theſe, 
for moderating the Aﬀe&tions of- 
every wiſe man towards them : 
But our Saviour . does certainly 
much improve the Argument, when 
£0 the Frailty and Vnſatisfattorines 
| of 


5%) 
of Earthly things, he adds the cons 
fideration of a Glorious Immortali 
Above, as a Subje&t much more 
to employ a Chriſtian's thoughts 
and care: And fince our Treaſure 
i in Heaven, well therefore may he 
require, that our hearts ſhould 
chiefly there' be fixed; that we 
ſhould not lay wp for our ſelves tree 
ſures upon earth, but lay wp treaſures 
for our ſelves in heaven, where nei- 
ther moth nor ruſt do corrupt, nov 
thieves break through and ſteal. Our 
Saviour does not hinder us by this, 
from providing decent and comfor- 
table Maintenance for our ſelves 
and Relations : for even he himſelf 
is obſerved to have carried a Beg in 
his Company, though his Power 
of working Miracles, which of it 
felf was ſufficient to feed Multi- 
' tudes, ſeemed to pive little occaſi- 
on for ſuch a tri : Nor yet does 
he require us hereby fo to with- 
draw our AﬀeQtions from the 
things of this life, - as not to rejoice 

| or 
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be take olaſaoinchos; for this is 
natural, for men to delight i in thoſe 
things which tend to their Eaſe or 
Benefit ; and God would never cer- 
tainly have umplanted in us fuch 
ſtrong Delires as he has, toward 
Worldly Happineſs, did he not al- 
low us to gratifie them in ſome con- 
fiderable meaſures : But indeed all 
that our Saviour requires of us a- 
bout earthly things, is only that 
we love. them not, nor purſue 
them with that Greedineſs and Aw- 
xicty, asif we reckoned them our 
reat Endand Hope : And certain- 
, he that has any ſenſe of a Fu- 
ture State, muſt confeſs this no 0- 
therwiſe than highly reaſonable , 
if he conſider what numerous 
Tempt ations and Snares thoſe that 
will agg 4 ho and _ 
quently, or W Ty prejudice 
an over-eager Thirſt after Honour 
or Wealth 1s to mens Salvation. 


I9. It 


.-.19. It may ſeem a hard 

Saying of our Saviour's —_— Rich 

Mat. rg. MEN, That it i caſicr for 4 camel to 
24 go through the eye of a needle, than 
for ſuch to enter into the kingdom of 

God. But I ſee no neceſſity why 

any Wealthy perſon now-a-days 

ſhould thiak the worſe of his con- 

dition upoa that account : For 

( beſides that our Saviour does very 

much ſoften thisexpreſſion in ano- 

ther place, by ſaying only, That a 

Mark 10. rich man ſhall hardly enter into the 
23 hinedomof heaven); Iſuppole the 
Kjngdom there ſpoken of, is not the 
Kingdom of Glory, but of Grace, as 

the Kzizgdom of God is.often taken 

in Scripture; and that the place is 

to be underſtood in reference chiefly 

Mat. 19. toour Saviour's Times, as the occa- 
_ ſion of the words does plainly inti- 
mate: And then , con(idering the 
neceſlity there was in the firſt Ages 

of the Church, of mens forſaking 

All many times to follow Chriſt, to- 

gether withthe ſcorn that rich men 

EX= 
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| (61) 
expoſed themſelves to by taking ſo 
outwardly-mean a Profeſſion upon 
themſelves, it is little to be won- 
dred at, if /ach were very hardly 
brought to ſubject themſelves to 
the Goſpel upon theſe terms : But 
theſe reaſons being ceaſed now 1n a 
great meaſure, the conſequences of 
| them muſt be ſuppoſed to be ceaſed 
too; and as tor Riches in them- 
ſelves, they are certainly; of, great 
advantage to; Religion; : and our 
Saviour therefore left ſeveral 
marks of his Honourable Efteem of 
them : Three of, the carlie(t Wor- Mart. 2.11; 
ſhippers therefore that he had, are 
reckoned Perſons of a: Princely 
Rank, from whom our-Saviour re- 
ceived Royal Preſents, as the Firſt- 
Fruits of that Service which Kyngs ' 
and Great Perſons were to pay him 
afterwards, when by theis Wealth 
and Authority they were te become 
Nurſing Fathers to his Church : 
as this .was one of. the firſt 
pieces of ReſpeS& he accepted upon 


b 


Mar. 27. 
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_ doo laſt office that was 
to was performed 

Rich man : When his Body cn. 

be buried, whoſo fit £0 be 1ntruſted 

with thoſe Sacred Remains of _ 


as that. Honour able Counſelor, F, 
* Arimathea? Nor is it any 
tion againſt Wealth, Thar our %# 

viour- was pleaſed to take A 

condition upon himſelf; for 

had many ends- of © 
ſerve by this, whick noone is: chars 
ged with now-a-days : This ſhew- 
ed, that he fought not the things of 


.-: this world, but God's: Glory, and 


$5» 


the - . of mens Souls alone; 
whic muſt advance the Credit of 


his DoQtrine very much > This took 


off from Objetioa that might 
be made sf is Mira wor 


- Is not this the Corpemter”s fon? This, 


_ hilly, 
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(63) 

kaftly, gave his Enemies:the more 
edge and to perfecute him 
as they did, and-at laſt ro bring'him 
twthat Accarſed Slaviſh Death, the 
Death upon the Croſs, wherein 
the Myſtery of our Redemption 
does not a little-confift. In 
then, let but men make a righruſe 
of their Riches, ts 
Exception em 
OSS = 
eing a to Saly 

that as" if the Court of Heaven 
were capable 'of being Brib'd, we 
xe adviſed by our Saviour to wake 


fiends to our ſelves there of this 1,4, 16.9, 


Manmmon off unriohteou[neſs. Un- 
tighreous (Sa on ne it; 
nor that it is unri in it 


20. One ill effe&t of Riches, as 
of all ocher Acquirements that are 
wont to raiſe Credit and Efteem to 


Us, 


Mart. 23. 


5: 6,7- pernioſtſcats in the [5nagogues; us 
them ; 


(6) 
us, is,- That they are apt to maks 
men Proud and Conceited of theis 


own: Abilities; as appea p——_ 


eſpecially in the. Phariſees , 
were certainly the waineſt of = 
what on account of their Tem 
ral, what of their C—_— 
dowments ; ; for they loved 

ings in the market places, and / 09m 


our Saviour obſerves of : 
affefted to walk in lowg robes, -and 
make broad their Philatteries ; - and 
—_— ' hugely in -being call'd 
or great Doctor, at every 
word. And our. Saviour does not 
only refle& upon- the. Phariſees: oh 
ren for this, bur in-oppoſition eoit 
preſcribes Humblexeſs of Mind 28a 
Temper highly to ſach 


who would be called his iſciplesz 


propoſing himſelf more particulat» 
ly, as a Pattern of this Virtue : 


| Learnof me, lays he, 'for 1 am mueck 


axd lowly in heart; and for an Eft- 
couragement to it, telling us, - has 
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ig that hunbleth himſelf ſpatl be 


exalted. The Heathen Erhicks were 


"yery defeCtive in Precepts of this 


"mature; a5 no wonder «x ſhould be 
'®, among ſuch who made World- 


; iy Glory and Applauſe the 


Ead of Peir Aftions's- od I think 
#® muſt be allowed, nothmg more 


vain can be imagined, than a paſ- 
ern HED watts 


in Pliny rhe Toanger ; a man - 
wik of great Wiſdoc and Mode- 
f Nagy po Som one of 

Epiſtles, of a fravger talking 
ccidentally with Favirw ; and 


F? 


Et 
; ! 


I 


( 66) 
Men, but of Learning. Upon which 
he adds corre Story of himſelf, 
no leſs fulſome ; That fitting ar 
Table one day witha Friend of his, 
where there was alſo a Countrey 
Gentleman preſent ; ſays his Friend 
to the Gentleman, 7hat's Pliny; 
pointing at him, and running pre- 
ſently into high Commendations 
of his Parts: 1 muſt needs confeſs, 
ſays Pliny here, that I receive much 
fruit of my Labours from this. And 
then he proceeds to vindicate- this 
fond humour a parallel caſe 
of Demoſthenes, who it ſeems was 
not a little pleaſed to ſee an O/d We 
»an pointing out at him, and cry- 
ing, That's Demoſihenes. A man 
would wonder ſuch Vaaity as this 
ſhould enter the thoughts of. any 
wiſe man, as being ſo unſeemly a 
humour , that ( whatever people 
may have of it 1n their hearts), 
moſt are aſhamed toows it even to 
ther moſt Boſom-Friends : Tho 
I confeſs it is no calie matter to fix 


bounds 


ml RRDDGHT PEQ©MFPRpCCCSMM5T;*,T;,”Tz - Pp p0 my 3...” 


(&) 
hounds to our Duty in this 

hr, (however nauſeous ſuch _ 
ravagant V ainglory, as that I have 
Ipocac0ed, wn uſt appeat 2 It being 


ral to ſup ne 
noma oy can be otherwiſe than 


pls chan, ad an 


yu the _ and good - opinion 
Belides.. 'that one 
ment is loſt to Vir- 
T2, this: And our . Saviour 
ceſſes Humility it ſelf, in, 
not raking the upper, but 
fm ag lowermoſt ſeat. at feafts , 
under this conſideration, That we 
ſhall have worſbip of men for ſor... 
doing. But then, the leſs men ro. 
have of Pride or Vainglory i in their 
hearts, the more it's certain they 
_ of Chriſt's Temper ; and 


Jerr=EE to be 


extreme : 

ſtill Religion teach us, 
That to Pride our ſelves in any Ex- 
F 2 cellency, 
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(69) 
cellency, is to Pride our ſelves in 
Feathers that are notour own, - ha- 
ving nothing but what we receive 
from God ; and that ro affume the 
glory of ſoch things x ro our ſelves, 


= 


John 8. 
50. 

7 NO Lifeand 
Dodrine in reſpe&t of Duties © 
lating to-our ſelves. 


* _—— Sayiour's Lik 


under the Notion of Heathen 
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rves ; Nor did any thing thereſve 
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(69) 
render the Phariſees the ſubje&t of 
his Scorn and Deteſtation more , 
their groſs neglefts of theſe 
ies: Thele Duties he compre- 
| in general under that great 
pt of Loving our neighbonr as ſohn 11. 
wrſclves ; A Precept that he ſeems 34 
more than ordinary fond of ; and 
therefore he calls it a New Commend 
gone place; and inanother, he 
us take notice, that it was Hs 1,1. 
a; as if he were jealous I2. 
- y one ſhould rob him of the 
ur of being a principal Patron 
2nd Founder of it. "I to ſhew 
his ayer of it yet farther, he 
yjos Bay, before all other 
of Religion, 5's. as'a Mark John 13. 
to d+ 35: 
=E themſelves np —__ the reſt 
of the world : Nor is it to be won- 
2 at, that Chriſt laid ſo grea 
upoa this Precepe, fince there 
pat 0m that tends more to the 
Honour and Intereſt of Religion, 
on 4 complinacs with the ſeveral 
—-- 


( zo) 


 Duries of it; theſe being ſuch as 


are of univerſal applauſe among” 


perſons of all Religions, and fi 
therefore, as muſt mightily recoms 
mend Chriſtianity ro men , when 
they ſee that an effeQtual Promoter 
of {uch thingsas they moſt eſteem- 
ed ; whereas ſhould Chriftians have 
negleQted theſe, the Scandal would 
have been ſure to have been impu- 
ted to their Religion, and no man 
would have embraced that Do- 
fArine which ſeemed to confound 
Nature, and to root out the Prin 
ciples - eory and Truth, the 
reat things whereby the Happineſs 
o this world is ha Awererr And 
this I reckon one main reaſon why 
our Saviour made Love the Deſtin 
guiſhing Badge of his Diſciples. No 
queſtion bur there are ſeveral Marks 
of Faith and other Graces, where- 
by Chriftians may and ought to be 
_ diſtinguiſhed from perſons of other 
Religions: But this of Love i 
ſuch a Livery, as appears gr 
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and amiable in every body's eye : 
And no wonder therefore Chriſt 
made choice of it, as that which 
muſt needs redound much to the 
Credit of irs Maſter. 


22. Faithfulneſs in Dealings is 
one Duty owing to our Neighbour, 
that is neceſſary above all others for 
the Peace and Welfare of mankind : 
And a ſmall matter of Religion, 
one would think, might be ſuffici- 
ent to keep men r/ght in this, ſince 
Nature it ſelf abhors a contrary 
praftice : Tho indeed we find none 
more wanting in this, - than thoſe 
that pretend moſt to Religion, 
The Phariſees Charafter too fre- - 
gatly ſhews it ſelf in ſuch, that 

ey are graves which appe ar not ; and Luke 11. 
' thoſe that walk over them are not a- ** 
ware of them However ſcrupy- 
lous they may be in other points, 
they can devour widows houſes with- 
out the leaſt remorſe, and boaſt 
themſelves the Saints of God at the 

F 4 ſame 


( 72 » 


ſame time; as if my had a parti- 
cular Licenſe from Heaven todes» 

ceive ; Certaifly a great Diſho 
ro Religion this, and ſuch es 
Chriſtianity too often to Mink in 
the Noſftrils of Infidels and Pro- 
phane perſons ; and no queſtion fo 
much the worſe, by how much the 
perſons guilty of it, domake pro» 
teſlion of greater Sexdity in other 
things. We muſt not expe ma» 
ny Inſtances of this Duty of Faith- 
fulneſs ia our Saviour's Life, as 
being beneath the Excellency of his 
Character, to have Virtues of /o 
ordinary 4 ſize mentioned of him; 
Tho in general we are told of him, 
x Pet. 2. That there was ao guile found in his 
_ wouth. And how grateful ſucha 
Character was to him, we have one 
remarkable Inſtance, in that kind 
Welcome he gave to Nathanacl on 
account of it, when being preſent- 
ed to. him, he cried out, with aq 
Job. 1. 47: leſs Delight than. Admiration, Be- 
bold an lfraclite indeed, in wham « 
"0 


She a A— wks AM y—— Ja 


5 —' 7 Wn =H7 


T-73 1 | 
no guile, We muſt not think that 
by Guile here, our Saviour means 
downright Knavery and Fraud a- 
lone; but every pndermining, over- 
reaching a&, whereby we impoſe 
upon the Weakneſs or Ignorance of 
our Brother ; which is plainly im- 
lied in that Dovelike Fagmleſneſs ye. io. 
e recommends to his Followers : 16. 
And however therefore ſome peo- 
ple may value themſelves upon 
their Craftineſfs, it is certainly no 
eat Commendation of this Qua- 
ity, that our Saviour called Herod 
Fax, as one of the higheſt marks 
of his Deteſtation of him. Nor 
that our Saviour deſigns hereby to 
make men weak, and unwary, or 
Fools in Buſineſs; for Pradexce 
and Simplicity are well joined toge- 
ther by the. Poet ; and our Saviour 
therefore commends the Wifdom of ,;;; 
= Serpent, x the wy; fo he 
requires the FHlarmleſneſs of the 
Dove : But when Wiſdom Sk 
ufe of for circumventing paoynt to 
ir 


Lak 6.36. 


(74) 
their damage, it degenerates into 
Guile and Craft : And this is ſo a- 
bominable in Chriſt's eſteem, that 
I queſtion not but to ſhew , the 
Phariſees themſelves might have 
eſcaped that odious Cenſure of Hy- 
pocriſy from him, were it not for 
this mort eſpecially, among other 
Vices of a like nature, that they 
were Godly Cheats, men that walk- 
ed in ſheeps cloathing, but inwardly 


were ravening wolves, 


23. Mercy , or Forgiveneſs of 
Tnzuries and Debts, is another Du- 
ty owing to our Neighbour, which 
our Saviour preſles very earneſtly 
upon his Diſciples: And it may 
{cem a ſtrange «nimit able Patrern he 
propoſes about this, when he com- 
mancs us to be merciful, as our hea- 
venly father is merciful; Though 
indeed there is nothing here, but 
what human ftrength, aſſiſted by 
God's Grace, is well able to per- 


form ; and nothing, beſides, but 


what 


( 75) 
what Nature and Right Reaſon 
will challenge from us: As to 
» Debts, he that will not forgive 
theſe i» whole, when a Debtor is al- 
together unable to pay , or # part, 
when he _ 2p thiak the 
r man's Neceſſities very great 
oo pinching, muſt certainly be rec- 
koned a very hard man; And I be» 
lieve no one can read = _ 
the #»juſt fteward taking his poor Mart. 18. 
tors rxjy Spray and ws them 28. 
away to goal, withour abhorreace- of 
his Cruelty : And yet this is all 
that God's Example obliges us to, 
jn reſpe& of Debts: He himſelf 
forgives not ſuch Debts, but which 
we are unable to pay ; and he re- 
quires ſubmiſſion here from us, and 
acknowledgment of his Favour, 
before the Bonds are cancelled. 
And it is much the ſame thing in 
reſpe& of Injuries: For are the 
juries of a light nature, ſome 
ips only of weakaeſs or inadver- 
tency ? ſe God paſſes by _ 
with. 


( 7C 


without particular Repentances; | j 


and it mult be a very ill remper that 
will not do as much as this comes 
to, to his offending Brother. Or 
are they more heinous and grofs ? 
Here God expets Confeſton' of 
our Guilt, and hearty Defires of 
Forgiveneſs, before our Pardon is 
paſſed: And there is no Generous 
Soul but will accept a like 2 
Hiown. It Puniſhment be ary 
( as it ſometimes is, in fuch cafes ) 
for correting the Offender , and 
for the Warning and Terror of 0- 
thers, God's example does war- 
_ men in = =; p_—_ 
y puniſh Tranſpreſfors as 

does, out of hatred to their Crimes, 
and not to their Perſons : So that 
roimatate God's Mercy, is no other 
than a Duty highly reafonable and 
matural to men : And as there is no 
greater meafare of Perfeftion than 
this, fo we may well think Chriſt 
requires #0 more from us. U 

theſe rerins, the Forgiving ſo okay 


in 


i (77) 

ina day, as Chrift commagds, even 
ſeveny rimes ſeven, is no hard Du- war. 18. 
FW de £4 Ei "pins Peony, A con 23, 


means an abſolute 
rare g by Sf Faulrs, though never 
F> lirtle ; the leaſt faults, when ſo 


often ch me , being juſtly inter- 


Obſtinacy and grals Ne 
per wh are Cri Bari 


rve Puniſhment ; and there- 


have | or ill will agaioſt a 
man 3 in which ſenſe we may for- 
ne Rar pg 


coi Naa or is je any: of 


an unreaſonable. i 


7 loving and doing i: 
that injure us : hor pod 'o Bo NE Mets 
not wont to take his - ns Ba 
his boſom , whilſt -. CQQLLACE 
fuch, dur nl ings of hs Fr the 
ordinary of his . Prov 
dence: And what Man of 
will carry hs Reno 
Sto deny an Enemy the common 

offices 


Mat. 5.39. 


| John 18. 
22» 


| 
| 
| 
| 


but heexpoſtulates with t ay 
; | 


70 
offices of humanity and pity, in 
time of Want ? Who is SE 
ble of the Glory of ſuch Ads, 
when men are kind and helpful to ' 
thoſe thar deſerve worſt of them ? 


24. But there is no part of this 
Duty of Forgiveneſs that fleſh and 
_ riſes ſo much agaiaſt, as that 
of #4ra; 


be very ſervile creatures that will 


ſtoop down thus to take their bur-. 
dens; and' even Worms therefore 
| are taken notice of to turn again- 
when they are trampled upon, 


Wherefore neither did our Saviour 
himſelf obſerve this Command in 
4 literal ſenſe ; for when he was 


ſmitten by a Servant before the 


High Prieft, we find not that he 
turned the other Cheek "agree 


the other cbeek : Nor in- 
deed is there any thing more _con-. 
tradiCtory to Reaſon, as well as to, 
the Spirit of a man, than to bear. 
injuries af this rate, Thoſe muſt. 
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(729) 
that: did the Injury, and that not 
without ſome marks of concern at 
the Injuſtice done him : And gene- 
rally, therefore this Precept js rec- 
koned to relate to /eſſer Injuries and 
Afﬀronts, which our Saviour. would 
have men to put up, rather than by 
drawing the Saw of Conteation-to 
widea the Breach into downright 
fallings out ; or to give greater trou- 
ble to our ſelves and others, in Law- 
Suits and exchange of Blows, than 
the -{njury is worth : In which 
ſenſe this Precept of our Saviour's 
15no leſs reaſonable than any other 
port of the: Duty of Forgiveneſs. 
tmay ſeem ſtrange indeed to ſome, 
that the receiving a Blow ,on. the 
Face ſhould be reckoned here a- 
mong teſſer Injuries , mm it. is 
t by many now-a-days. to 
FE licele leſs a Stab 4 But 
we muſt conſider here,that ourSavi- 
our ſpoke to perſons of mean Rank, 
.among whom Injuries of this na- 
ture are not ſo highly provoking ; 
thongh 
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( 3t )- 
brought it to thr, that a man can- 
hot tamely fit down, and ſuffer 
fome kind of Abuſes ( no ways 
heinous in themſelves neither ), 
without expoſing himſelf co Igno. 
miny and Difgrace all his life after, 
it makes the caſe very hard : Some 
mens Livelihoods, we know, de- 
| wnm.n the Reputation of their 

age ; and every other perſon 
has juſt reaſoa to keep himſelf 
from being deſpiſed and trampled 
apon : But as Cuſtom and Connt- 
yence have brought thoſe falſe No- 
tiows of Honour into Faſhion, up- 


- | on which this Murdering Pra&tice 


& founded ; ſo we preſume Autho- 
tity might ſoon baniſh them out 
of the world, by good Laws, and 
fri Execution ; as has been done 
ina great meaſure = mpeg 
ing Kingdom. And till this be 
done, it is little to be expeQted chat 
other Arguments ſhould ſignific 
much, for rooting ſuch any = 
tiples out of mens mi How- 

y G ever, 


( 82 ) 


ever, true it is, That no: preater 
Scandal can lye upon "this Ape, 
than that it ſhould be reckoned the 
greateſt Reproach in it, to. obey a 
plain Command of Chr:/t's ; and 
that nothing can be imagined more 
deſperate, than for men to hazard 
their lives thus i» the very Breach of 
a Command, which (to ſay no 
worſe ) muſt highly endanger their 
Souls toall Eternity. | 


25. Another Duty of Love 
owing to our Neighbour, is. that 
of Charity , or a being kind: and 
beneficial to perſons in Milery and 
Want. In which our Saviourdid 


more eſpecially fienal/ize himſelf : 


For it was the great buſineſs of his 


AQ. 10.38. Life, we are told, tO go about, ao | 


ing good : And accordingly we find 

* hum every where engaged ; ſome 
times as a Phylician to the Sick, vÞ 
ſiting and curing them of their ſ& 
veral - Diltempers ; and among 
theſe, the poorer fort — 
| uy 
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_ the objects of his Tenderneſs 

| Care ; the Maimed, the Halt, 
the Blind, the Leper, ſuch as he 
found in the ſtreets incapacitated 
for labour, and fo begging for a 
Subſiftence. Sometimes we find 
him as a Reliever of mens Nece(- 
fities in other ways: His Bowels 
yearned at the Faſting of the Mul- 
titude in the Wilderneſs ; and ſo, 
rather than ſend them away empty, 
he firſt beſtows upon them all the ,,,.,, 
little Proviſions he could get, and 34. 

' then twice works a Miracle to ſup- 
ply what was wanting. And it is 
yery obſervable, That almoſt z{ the 

Miracles our Saviour wrought, 

| had ſome Charitable work for their 
ſubjeR ; contrary to thoſe of Mo- 

ſes and the reſt of the Prophets. 
It would certainly have ſerved as 

well tor anſwering the chief De- 

fgn of his Miracies, if they had 

been matter only of Amazement 

and Aftoniſhmeat ro the people ; 

for thereby ir _ have appear- 

5 
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ed, That he was an extraordinary 
Perſon ſent from God; and pred 
was the main End of his Miracles, 
to atteſt the Truth and Divinity of 
his Commiſſion: But this was not e- 
wy. he thoughe, unleſs Chari- 

ſo was added to them : Our 
- 2a would have his Wondrous 
Works receive no leſs Glory from 
the Goodneſs, than the Strangeneſs 
of them: All which we may jult- 
ly think our Saviour. did, to ſhew 
himſelf an Example of that which 
he deſired the moſt of any thing 
to engage his Followers to the pra. 
Etice of, as being nor only a moſt 
nes Bae -— hy, and moſt 
a with own 8 
but fuch alſo as tends in the hi 
degrees to the Honour and Intereſts 
of his Religion ;. for Chariey is the 
molt beauritul part of a Chriftians 
Badge ; and there is n thae 
attraQts the eyes and hearts 


more than ths. Even te Ys: 
ate 
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by his into a good opinion of 
' Chriſt, when the Excellency of his 


ine made little impreſſion up- 


-on theit hearts:' He hath done all Mar. 7-37. 
things well, fay they ; he maketh the 


deaf tohear, and the dumb to ſpeak. 
The Primitive Chriſtians brought 
mfinite Credir to their Religion 
it, when in the time of a great 
| at Alexandria, they viſited 
the Sick , and relieved the poor, 


and buried the Dead, ever of their 
Heathen Adverſaries, when their 


ae Friends would take no care of 
them. And it would: be no leſs 
Diſcredit to our Faith, were that 


tru which the Romaniſts objeCt a- 


maſt us, That our Religion is 
ew and #ful in ſuch g 


works as theſe: Though I think 


we may ſafely defie them 
to-make good their Charge; when 
+ Reverend Author in King James 
the Firit's time, has given us a par- 
fxular Account of Charities be- 


Free- 


4 
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Free-Schools,- and the like Pious 
Uſes, within the compals of. Sixty 
Years fince the Reformation, a- 
mounting to a Million of Money : 
That which he challenges any age 
of Popery to parallel in this King» 


dom. AndI think this Age has gi 


ven ſufficient Evidence to ſtop the 
mouths of aur Adverſaries, of the 
reſpeQt they bear to this great Duty 
of Religion, in rhoſe Liberal Con- 
tributions they have made of late 
to Diſtreſſed Straw:ers, as well as 
in every other Inſtance of Chari- 
ty. Which alſo ought the more 
to be taken notice of, for that ir is 
done in a free generous way, from 
the voluntary motions and inclina- 
tions of the BenefacQtors alone ; 


_ not grudginely, or of neceſſity, as it 
frequent j kappene in former 
times, when people were frighted 

+ iato Charity by their Confeſſors, 
ſorely againſt x i= wills, only to 

make compoſition for Pardon of 

their ſins. May aur light fill ſo farm 
ore 
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before men, that others ſceins our 
good works, may glorifie our Father 


which is in heaven. 


26. There is nothing that tends 
tothe eaſe and benefic of mankind, 


{ thac _ beneath our Saviour's 
| Care: 


nd therefore, beſides theſe 
greater Duties that we owe to our 
Neighbgur, he inſiſts upon others 
that may ſcem of /eſſer moment , 
though they are of no ſmall com- 


- fort to _ among whom we con- 


verſe. Such, particularly, is thar 
of not being Angry with our Broth: r 
raſbly, or without & cauſe : For .in- 

there is nothing that deſtroys 
the Bleſſings of Society more, than 


this Viceof Anger ; what Solomos Prov. 21. 
 faysof a» angry woman, being cer- '9- 


tainly as/true of ax» angry man, It is 
better o live in 4 =" r than 
where ſuch be. Beſides, that the 
Conſequences of this Vice are of- 
tentimes very miſchievous and fa- 
tal; Anger being a Paſſion of a 

| G 4 very 


» 


Mat. 5.22. 


( $8) | 
very bloody and deſperate nature; | 
whereever it is ſuffered to grow ta |. 
4 head, it knows no rules or bounds, 
The two Sons of Zybedee would 
have deſtroyed a whole City in a 
mad Fit of this Paſhon, had Chriſt 
been as ready to furniſh them with 
Inſtruments of Revenge, as: they 
were to call for them: And we 
have multirudes of Inſtances in 
every Age, ot peoples murdering 
their Deareſt Friends, and doin 
other things 1n their Anger, whic 
have proved Wounds to their Re- 
putations and their Minds, zever 
to be cured in this World : Where- 
fore our Saviour preſſes the Duty 
of not being Angry, under as 
great Obli ns as any other Dyu- 
ty of Religion; for he tells us, 
That no lefs a danger attends the 
breach of it, than #hat of the 
Judgment, and of Hell-Fire. And 
toſhew of how great eſteem it is 


| in God's ſight, he repreſents it as 


ſuch, without which God will ac- 
a” cept 
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* cept no Sacrifice from us; Leave ——24. | 
. thy gift at the Altar, therefore he 


ſays, go thy way, firſt be reconciled to 
hy Lunn Ko then come and offer 
thy gift. Not that our Saviour 
would make his Diſciples hereby 
ſuch poor peſſive creatures, as to 
hinder them from expreſſing their 
Reſcentments with ſhews of Ans 
ger, upon juſt occaſions: For by 
commanding us not to be angry 


- with our Brother without « cauſe, he 
» plainly inſinuates, that in ſome ca» 


ſes a man may have juf# cauſe of 
being angry: And we find there- 
fore that he himſelf looked upoa 


the Phariſees with anger at the hard- Muk3. 5. 


neſs of their hearts; and that Cby 
the Privilege of his P 
Office ) he called Herod Fox, in 


way of when the Lute _ 
Meſſage was bh” 1 I | 

had a deſig» to hill him. Where- 
fore it is only ſome Exceſſes and Ir- 
regslarities of this Paffion, that our 
Saviour reproves, when he con- 
demns 


he that Herod 32+ 
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 demns Anger as a Vice: As, when 
it breaks out upon trivial occaſi- 
ons ; when it is diſproportioned to 
its cauſe ; when it {wells to immo- 
derate heights 3 when it rankles 
and breeds bad Blood in us 3 every 
of which are things not only ſo 
miſchievous in their conſequences, 
but ſo unſeemly in themſelves be- 
ſides, that if Chriſt had not forbid 
them, our own Conſciences would 
have done it : And there is nothing 
of a Wiſe or Brave man therefore, 
but though he may be taken ſome- 
times in ER odorencies, is aſha- 
med of himſelf afterwards. Whilſt 
the Blood indeed is up, and the 
mouth ſwells with big words, a 
man appears to himſelf very Great, 
and he Lords it with no ſmall Pride 
and Tyranny over thoſe who are 
bound in Duty or Intereſt not to 
oppoſe him : But he that ſtands 
by, and conſiders the poor grounds 
upon which this dea/ «-do is often 
made, is {0 far from admiring the 
Great» 
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Greatneſs of the man's Soul, that 
he does but pity his Weaknefs all 
the while. "They are the ſhallow- 
eſt ſtreams that are generally moſt 
Noiſy, and moſt ſubje&t to over- 
flow : And a man therefore that 
values his Reputation, would keep 
a ſtrict hand over himſelf about 
this Paſſion, tho he had no other 
obligation to reſtrain him. 


27. Cenſoriouſneſs is another 
Vice oppolite to the Dutics of 
; Love, which may ſeem of /eſſer 

moment to our Neighbour's good, 
though it cauſe none of the leaſt 
unea(inefſes to him; This our Sa- 
viour frequently reflets upon the 
| Phariſees for; who, it may ſeem, 

reckoned it a greater piece of Ho- 
lineſs to Judge other peoples Faults, 
than to Corrett their own : Andall 
their Diſcourſe therefore ran upon 
this ſubjeQ; and they could nor ſo 
much as Pray to God, but they 
muſt tell him of their Neighbours 


Faults, 


( 92) | 
Faults, and thank him that they 

Luke 18. WEIE 20t 4s other men, not 4s this 
I. Publicas; It was much the worſe, 
to be ſure, that their Cenſoriouſneſs 
Was | EE attended with Pride 
and Uncharitable | Aggravations ; 
though it had been bad enough, 
had it been only a {upercilious re- 
proving their Neighbours conti- 
nually for lefler faults, which for 
the moſt part they had no other 
ground to condemn, than that they 
were not according to their own 
Pedantick ways of walking : For 
this is what our Saviour means, by 
their beholding the mote in their bro- 
I, 3+ thers eye, which gave oecalion to 
his Precept of ot j»dging. And 
indeed this muſt render Converſe 
ſo very uncalie to men, and confe- 
n—__ Religion fo uncomfortable 
a thing, when upon every a - 
ance of evil-they muſt be difcipli 
ned and Schooled by their Friends, 
that it is more to be feared they 
ſhould be hardaed againſt af Re- 


proof, 
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proof, than to be hoped they ſhould 
amend by it; which is the greateſt 
diſ-ſervice we can do either to Re- 
ligioa or our Neighbour's Soul. 
No queſtion but to reprove people 
with Candor and Diſcretion, is an 
excellent Duty in it ſelf; and there 
is no office of Love more worthy 
the name of tr#e Friendſhip : But 
to perform this aright, requires 
more of Temper and Prudence than 
the Vulgar are generally Maſters of. 
And that men may uſe all Caution 
therefore in it, we find our Saviour 
more fſolicitous in condemning the 
oppoſite Extreme , than in enfor- 
cing the Dw/y. Particularly, where 
Reproot is like to do more harm 
than good, Chrift has given us Ad- 
vice very plainly, in a 
way, not to expoſe Religion and 
our ſelves in ſuch cafes: Give not Mar. 7. 6 
that which is holy unto dogs, neither 
caſt your pearls before ſwine, leſt they 
trample them under foot , and turn 
4g 4in and rent youw. Though this is 
0 
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to be underſtood, not without ſome 
Reſerve to Parents, and Miniſters, 
and Maſters of Families, and the 
like, whoſe Duty it is tobe :»/ſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, in repro- 
ving thoſe committed to their 
Charge ;. as there is much leſs dan- 

er of their Reproof being deſpi- 
ed by ſuch, than by Strangers or 
Friends; it being the proper buſi- 
neſs of their Office to do this, 
which few are ſo unreaſonable as 
' not to make ſome allowance for ; 
and more eſpecially, theſe having 
Authority on their ſide to back 
their Reproofs with CorreQiion, 
where the former work not the 
* effeQ deſigned. 

\ This as to our Saviour's Life and 
Dodrine in reſpect of Duties rela- 
ting to our Neighbour. 


2.8. I ſhould now put an end'to 
this Diſcourſe, but I thiak it 
convenient to anſwer ſome general 
ObjeQtions that may be brought a- 


JH FF 
gainſt it : The principal of which 
1s, The Example of the Primitive 
Chriſtians ; whole rigid obſervance 
| of many Duties, ir muſt be confeſ- 
ſed, was much beyond the Mea- 
ſures preſcribed here ; eſpecially in 
reſpect of Temperance, Contempt 
of the World, Mortification , .and 
the like ſelf-denying Virtues. And 
| now in anſwer to this, I muſt de- 
' clare, That I cannot think the Prs- 
mitive Chriſtians praQtice an ade- 

uate rule of walking to us : For 

ough their Zeal be certainly 
much to be admired, yertit is plain 
in ſome things they went as much 
beyond the bounds of Prudence, 
as of their Duty : Particularly in 
the caſe of Martyrdom; a thing 
they grew ſo fond of in a little 
time, as to run themſelves wilfuly 
into DR and even to provoke 
their Perfecutors to- put them to 
Death : As if our Saviour had gi- 
ven no ſuch Advice to his Diſciples, 


to fly from City to City, to avoid Mat. 10 


— 
Perſecution ; and this they did 


ſometimes in ways ſcarce warranta- 


ble : Such was that of Apphianus, 


a famous Martyr of - Paleftine, hold- 


the Prefe&t Urbanxe's hand 


when he was going to Sacrifice. 
Infomuch, that the Church 
fit at laſt in ſeveral Councils to 
blame this unnatural and overzea- 
lous Ambition. And neither were 
their Aufterities leſs ftrained be- 
yond the Limits preſcribed in the 
Goſpel : Origenx's chuſing to lye 
upon the ground, and walk bare- 
foor many years, was more, -I am 
fure, than any Law of Chriſt obli- 
him to ; as likewiſe were thoſe 
ere Rules of Ter which 


' he and others obſerved in thoſe 


days : Of which we have a re- 
markable inſtance in one Alcibiades, 
who was wont to live upon Bread 
and Water for a iong time, till it 
was Revealed (ſays the Hiſtorian ) 
to Artalus the Martyr, That the 
Maxndid not well in refuſing ny 

rea» 


i 
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weak brethrea : . which 4 
cibiades was prevailed upon to eat 
and drink as other people, and 
gave Thanks to Gad tor it... And 
the ſame .mulſt. be laid as to their 
Renouncing the World, to that 
degree, many of them, as well 
aigh to fall under- the. Apoltle's 


Cenlure,.. of not providing for their 1 Tim. 5. 


own ; at leaſt, to come within the 8. 


of that voluntary humility, Col. 2. 18. 


aud negletting the body, which the 
ſame Apoſtle declares to have only 
a (bew of wiſdom in them. - And it 
would be. endle(s to inlift upon e- 
very other Duty, wherein the Zeal 
of choſe. Times was: wont to ſu- 
rogate; as in Watchings and 
Eadiogs, in Vows of Chaſtity, 
ia unmerciful Penances, and the 
like. | 
29. Though here I cannot but 
admire the Wiſdom of God's Pro- 
vidence, RO at this 


rate, 
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rate, as wel) for the good of thoſe 
that were 4/#e«dy Converted, as for 
the Converſion of others in thoſe 
times: For conſidering what Per- 
ſecutions the Primitive Chriftians 
were to lye under, it was little leſs 


than neceſſary to infuſe ſuch Prin- * 


ciples as theſe into their minds : By 
_ this means their voluntary Auſte- 
rities became a ſort of hardnizg to 
them, *to make rhem fit Soldiers 
for that ſevere Service they were 
called to: For it was no great 
difficulty for ſuch to endure long 
and cruel- Imprifonments , who 
were wont 'to [ye upon the bare 
earth, and fare courſly in their or- 
dinary way of4ife. And this muſt 
—_— take off fron the Pain 
and Terror of thoſe . Tortures 
which they daily ſaw inflicted 
upon others, and were at laſt con- 
demned to themſelves. This made 
the great Champions of ' the Church, 
when they mounted the Stage, to 
be more concerned for their ed 
| | We 
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low-Sufferers, leſt through Weak- 
neſs or Tenderneſs of Body, they 
ſhould be tempted to renounce 
their Faith ( as not being uſed to 
ſuch 4/cerick Diſcipline), than for 
any miſerics they ſaw prepared for 
themſelves. Ot which we have a 
notable Inftance in the caſe of B/ax- 
dina, a Martyr of France ; though 
by an admirable Fortitude ſhe fru- 
ſtrated the Fears of her Friends, as 
well as the ExpeQation of her E- 
nemies. And of much greater ne- 
ceſlity was their Contempt of the 
things of this life, for e ng them 
to maintain their Profeſion® with 
Reſolution and Conſtancy, amidſt 
the Perſecutions they lay under. 
For men that are Wedded to the 
World, are very loth to be Divor- 
ced from it ; and there is nothii 
more difficult, than for ſ«ch to fol- 
low Chriſt, who are faſt tied to 
Riches, and Honour , and Plea- 
ſures. The Firſt Chriſtians looked 
upon theſe things as little better 
410 7- H 2 than 
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than the Iacambrances of life ; and 
like true Sojourners therefore upon 
Earth, they defired nothing more, 
than juſt enough to bear their 
Charges to Heaven. So if Perſe- 
cution ſeized their Eftates, it was 
but like robbing them of an appey 
Garment , "which they. had little 
need of, and which they were rea- 
dy enough to throw off of their 
own accord ; and it could be no 
doubtful Choice to ſuch, whether 
they ſhould part with this, or a 
good Conſcience, which they knew 
was a Treafure to them to all E- 
ternity. If Perſecution reached 
their Lives alfo, ic brought them 
but the ſooner to their Journey's 
end, they knew; and they had 
little reaſon to be otherwiſe than 
contented with this, who propoſed 
ſo ſmall a ſhare to themſelves in the 
Comforts and Enjoymeats of this 
World. 


| 30. Nor 
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30. Nor do I leſs admire. God's 
| Gracious Proyidence in ordering 
things at this rate, on account of 
the Geatiles of thoſe times ; there 
being no means more likely than 
this, for Converting them : For 
theſe were a ſort of - Principles 
which the Philoſophy of that Age 
ran very much upon ; and we no 
where meet with greater Exam- 
ples of Severity of 'Mangers, as to 
Temperance, and Mortification , 
and S——_ of the World, than 
the Schools of the Heathens would 
at leaſt pretend to in thoſe times. 
The Stoicks were extremely rigid 
this way, who bid Defiance to all 
ws Comforts of Senſe ; gr —_ 

upon it as a great part of W:/- 
hk mean and ſordid ia their 
Habit, pale :in-their -Looks , and 
poor in- their Purſes. The Plato- 
ifs, little. inferior to...theſe in 
StriQtneſs of Diſcipline, whotalked 
asf they lived ost of their Bodies, 
upon Air and Contemplation alone; 
| H 3 Con- 
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Concerning ' whoſe ' Auſteritics , 
there are highly remarkable In- 
ſtances to be produced, in the 
Lives of Epiitetus among the Sto- 
icks, and Plotinus among the Plato- 
aifts. Though it may more 
conſiderable, perhaps, to inſtance 
in the Emperor Julie» the Apo» 
ſtate; a man of high Birth, and 
' —_ laſt,and A 
y much to Temptations 
Luxury and Softneſs ; whe yet to 
the laſt, we ww told, was _— 
] na hard courſe Quilt, 
& contin lly in the dic of 
the nighr ; to forbid all Delicaciecs 
to be brought inro his Camp, and 
to feed upon the Commun Soldiers 
_ Proviſions ; which things he him- 
_ ſelf glories in, and profeſſes to have 
karned them from his Heathen 
. Mafters. Now the Primitive Chri- 
ftians bong to Converſe and Di- 
ſpure' with fach people as theſe, 
how could they more | 
recommend the Goſpel to _ 
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than by:ſhewing themſelves Exam- 
| plesof like Severity with wha 
practiſed ? Had they not done this, 
Chriſtianity would certainly have 
been thought as looſe and ſcanda- 
| lous a Profeſſion, as it was counted 
| Fooliſh by theſe vain Pretenders tv 
| Wiſdom and Virtue. And confi- 
| dering how mightily ſuch ſbews of 
\ Holineſs are apt to take among the 
| Yulgar, the Philoſophers of thoſe 
| _ would have had the 
rh this means, of con- 


= - wer rw 


their own gy oy the lives 

of the Chriſtians. And therefore 
in proceſs of time, when Perfecu- 
tion 'being ceaſed', the Primitive 
| Chriſtians began to allow them- 
| felvesa greater Liberty about theſe 
| things, we find the Apoſtate Jo- 
| lian ns. it the nay rag bed of 
his Railery Antiochians, 

( OY we yo ſuppoſe to be ge- 
nerally _— * Nazianzen's 


Wri- 


-(-104 ) , 
writing in their vindication ), that 
the chief ground. of their © Ce at 
him , was ES Roughneſs of his 
"Beard, and. the Auſlerity of - his 
Life ; that he. made War continual- 
ly with his Belly, and delighted 
not in Dancing and Shows, as they 
did. And it is-to the ſame pur- 
poſe what he tells us of Confntins 
the Great, the firſt Chriltiaa Em- 


perar \, that: finding none among 
= ods like humſelt, and f@ fat tor 


ine to coaverle with, he berook 


himſelf rg Luxw _ and ; eng 
T ance, as his Tate 


whom he lived very — ; 


and recommended his Sons after- 


wardsto their care. A little inno- 
cent freedom, we mult think, in 
the __ Chriſtians , was. C- 
nough to accaſion ſuch malicious 
Refleftions from their Adverlaries : 

Andthis made it neceſſary for them 
to depart from. their Right. ( as it 
—— in this reſpe&; and to ſtrain 


the Bow not a little the other way, 
that 
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that their Enemies might have no 
pretence ( if poſſible) to ſpeek re- 
proachfully of chem or their Reli- 
gion. 


31. But then our Saviour did 
not deſign that his Church ſhould 
continue 1n: the Wi/derneſs always ; 
and God no more envies a Canear 
of Worldly Felicity to us, than he 
did of old to his people the Fews. 
The Primit ive Chriſtians Examples 
are certainly an excellent Argu- 
ment for whetting peoples Indu- 
ftry,and provoking Emulation: For 


| if they endured fo great hardſhip 
for the ſake of Chriſt, it is a great 


ſhame for men now-a-days to re- 
fuſe Obedience to the more eaſie 


| - andrational Precepts of the Goſpel. 
' But Chrif's Example is the only 


obligatory Pattern to us ; and fince 
,we find nothing” thereof thoſe Au- 


'ſterities which the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians obſerved, we have little rea- 
ton fure, by adding theſe of our 


own 


39. 
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Mat. 11. OWN accord, to make Chriſt's eaſte 


yoke heavier than he 
There. were /pecia/ Reaſons, we 
ſee, that moved God's Providence 
to incline the Primitive Chriſtians 
to do. what they did. of this nature, 
which are now ceaſed in a great 
meaſure: For God, be praiſed, we 
live not in ſuch an Age as they did, 
where our Lives, our Liberties, 
and Eſtates, are in danger of being 
taken from us every minute ; but 


theſe are guarded by Laws, and 


ſecured to us by a Wonderful Pro- 
vidence ; v CIO 4 —_— we 
ſhould a as 
this, but 6 that with __ 
and Thanks to God, which he has 


you us to enjoy -in Safety. Nor 
we live amoag fuch 
whom we ought $0-conſrder,” as thi 
Primitive Chyiffians did. the Hear 
thens, leſt they. take offence at our 
juſt Liberty : For if any areoffend- 
ed {t us, it is their own fault, 
having the Scriptures.in their hands 
to 


xe? 
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' to read ( which the Heathen had 
| not ) to inform them better. Thoſe 
Scriptures which will reach them, 
either that. a greater Liberty is al- 
lowed by Chrilt than the: Primzeive 
| Chriſtians uit, or at leaſt that they 
[gn t not toi think the: worle & 
for other mens 
Latte nor pr yer phone dann arr cor 
taking greater freedom 
= adaaatibout approve of, unleſs 
they can plainly make it out to be 
'] contrary tothe CORES 
ſfpel. Toabſtain from lirtle 
ur addinkh, rather than offend Go 
weak Brother, is certainly a very 
reaſonable Duty : Bur in ſuch things 
#s theſe, which affe&t the whole 
Courſe of our lives., and are of 
mighty concern to the good of 
| men, if other r Weakneſs, 
| and not the Scriptures, muſt be a 
Rule of walking to us; it will be 
mpoſfible' ro: know where to fax 
our Duty. Thus I think the Ob- 
jeihion about the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians 


( 108 ) 
ftians Example is ſufficiently an- 
{wered. 


32. Another ObjeQion that may 
be made againſt this Diſcourſe is, 
That our Saviour's Doctrine, as it 
is contained in the Hiſtory of his 
Life, is-not a ſufficient meaſure of 
Perfeftion, and therefore not fit to 


be ſed by it ſelf as a Rule of 
Ll Roſe Lhe bh in many 
things condeſcended to his Diſciples 
Weakneſs, leading them by Pre- 
cepts ſuited to their [fart Eſtate, 
as they were yet but Novices ww 
Religion; and reſerving others of 
2 more. ſublime nature for after- 
times, when the Spirit being pour- 
_ed out 1a extraordinary meaſures , 
they were more advancediin Know- 
ledge and the fear of God : Which 
may ſeem to be implied in that 5 

ixz of our: Saviour's to his Dilct- 
- iy I have yet many things ta fy 


nnto yos, but ye cannot bear them now; 
howbeit,when he, the Spirit of Truth, 
| is 
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#5 come, he will guide y0u into all trath. 
But that this is no ObjeQtion againſt 
us, will _ be made appear , 
when we conlider in the firſt place, 
that the ſubſtance of it is falſe and 

roundleſs in it ſelf, as far as it re- 

tes to matters of Praftice gene- 
rally neceſlary to Salvation, with 
which alone we have to do. For 
it is plain, our Saviour preſcribes 
PraCtical DoQtrines to his Diſciples, 
of as great Perfe#ion as any con- 
tained in his Religion : Such is that 


of cutting off their right hands, and Mac. ;. 
pulling out their right eyes when they 29: 30. 


offended them : Such is that of /p- 


ving their enemies, and doing good ——,,. 


to them that hated them, Such, 


laſtly, is that of raking wp their Mar. 16. 


croſs, and forſaking father and mo- *+ 
ther, - and eſtate, for the Goſpel. 
For I think there is no greater Ar- 
ment of: the Perfeition of any 
recept, than the Difficulty of ir; 
as is evidently implied in that Say- 
ins of our Saviour's to the. young 


man, 


Mat. 19. 
2T. 


Mar. 5.48. 


( 110 ) 


man, If thou wilt be perfett, go ſell 
that thos haſt, and give it to the poor. 
And I am ſure there are no Precepts 
in the Goſpel more difficult than 
theſe ; and therefore had our Sa- 
viour thought his Diſciples unfit to 
bear any DoCtrines of a PraQtical 
nature, no queſtion but he would 
have concealed theſe as ſoon as 
any others, being the moſt likely 
to diſcourage his Diſciples from 
following him : Beſides that no 
greater Perfeit:on can be ſuppoſed, 
than thoſe Seyivgs of our Saviour's 
to his Diſciples do expreſly enjoin, 
That they ſhould be holy as God is 
holy , and perfei# as their he 


Father is perfett. Wherefore allo 


that Poſſege of St. Jobn mult nece{- 
farily be interpreted to refer only to 
ſome Ga nary matters which 
concerned the Oeconomy of Chriff's 
Church in thoſe times : Such was 
the callive in of the Gemtiles; a 
matter that the Apoſtles were fo 
hardly brought to believe, that i 

| required 
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required a ſpecial Revelation from 
God -to aſcertain it to them. Such 
alſo was the Aboliſhing the Cere- 
monial Law of Moſes, which occa- 
fioned ſuch violent Contefts for a 
long time in the Church. Theſe 
indeed were things that we may 
ſuppoſe theA poſtles il] able to bear, 
at the time our Saviour ſpoke, as 
being poſſeſſed with ſtrong Prejudi- 
ces againſt them from their. youth 
up: And it might well require an 
extraordinary Effuſion of the Spt- 
fit to guide them into ſuch Truths, 
which after all, they could ſcarce 
be perſuaded to believe. This In- 
rerpretation is the rather to be re- 


| ceived, becauſe our Saviour tells 


his . Diſciples in the foregoing 
Chapter, that he had made knows 1,1, 
wnto them all things that he had heard':s. 
of his Father ; it being very hard 
ro reconcile this with the other 
place, if by «f things here, is not 
to be meaat all things neceſſary to 
dalvation. 

3}-A 


I22 


33- A Third and laſt ObjeQtian | 
that I ſhall meation, againſt this 
Diſcourſe , may be drawn from | 
thoſe places of Scripture wherein 
the ways of Salvation are repreſent- 
ed as very difficult, and hard tobe + 
found ; particularly, that Saying 
of our Saviour's, where he exhorts 
his Diſciples co ſtrive to enter in «t 
the ſtrait gate, becauſe narrow is the 
way that leadeth to life, and few | 
there be that find it : This 
contrary to what 1s intimated 
along in this Diſcourſe ; che main 


drift of which has been, to make | 
Religion appear ealie and natural to | 


men. Now to anſwer this Obje- 
Aion, our chief buſineſs will be to 
reconcile this Saying of our Savi- | 
our's with that other of his, where 
he declares his yoak to be eaſic, and 
bis burden light ; this laſt many 
noleſs for every thing I have fai 
than the other does agarnft it. 
it will be ao hard matter to do thus, 
by conſidering, That Chriſt's Yoke 
5 | 
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to make the meansof attaining this 
hard ; as if he deſigned it on pur- 
poſe that few might arrive at it ? 
No, there are no Difficulties in the 
way to Heaven, but what we make 
to our ſelves by our own groſs 
fault. Without this, the Road to 
Heaven would be as void of Briars 
and Thorns, as Heaven it ſelf is; 
The ways of wiſdom being ways of 
pleaſantneſs, as Solomon ſpeaks, and 
all her paths are peace: But then 
the Difficulties which men have 
brought upon themſelves in the 
ways of. Godlineſs, through their 
own Corruptions , are certainly 
none of the leaſt : And theſe are 
ſuch as the greateſt Pretenders to 
PerfeQtion may find abundant cauſe 


' .. to be ſenſible of, tho they aim at 


nothing higher than what is pre- 
{cribed in this Diſcourſe : For even 
to be Juſt and Righteous in our 
Dealings, Chaſte in our Actions 
and Thoughts, Humble and Cha- 
ritable in our Converſations, (if 
| we 


( 15 ) 


we conſult Experience, and not 
the nature of the things them- 
felves )) are not ſuch ealie Durics, 
but that many who reckon them- 


ſelves great Proficients in Grace, 


are found: notoriouſly to fail- in 
them. At lea(t, there are few, 
it's to be feared, that make a Con- 
{cience of theſe - or any other Du- 
ties, fo far as they ought in reaſon 
to do. And therefore conſidering 
the Hypocriſy of the world on one 
hand, and the too groſs Immorah- 
ty of it on the other, it were well 


if there were aot too great grounds 
| for that Szyizg of our Saviour, That 


narrow is the way to life, and few 
there be that find it. Though itill 
it is to. be hoped, the Few there 
mentioned are no inconfiderable 
Number , only as oppoſed to the 
vaſt Company of Jews, Turks, In- 
fdels, and Prophage. perſons,, who 
proudly iſe the Means of Sal- 
vation which Chriſt has offered to 
them. And for thoſe who have a 

F 2 Saviour 
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. Saviour to truſt in, and a Merciful 
God to fly to, who make allowan- 
' ces for the common TInfirmities of 
Human Nature, we truſt that a 
wide Gate of Salvation may be 
opened to fuch , as long as with | 
Faith and Sincerity they endeavour 
to walk inthe way of God's Com- 
mands, and pretend nor to «# the - 
Cripple before him. | 


74. Wherefore , in ſhort , the 
Sum of this Diſcourſe is, That the 
Religion of Chrift, according to 


( 117 ) 

or Superſtitious Obſervancies : Such 
as commends a Sober and a Ratio- 
nal Piety to us ; a Piety that con- 
ſiſts not in high Notions, or wild 
Expreſſions of ' Zeal, but in Wor- 
ſhipping and Serving God with 
Diligence and Sincerity : Such as 
takes off from the Exorbitancies of ' 
our Paſſions and Luſfts , ſo as to 
make us moſt eaſie to our ſelves, 
and moſt like to God, without de- 
barring us the inqocent Comforts 
of this life. Such, laſtly, as enga- 

us to be good natured, and to 
throw off thoſe ſelfiſh and unnatu- 
ral Diſpoſitions, which are the . 
Ruin of Society, and a Reproach 
to Mankind: Than which, as IL 
think therg can no [dexs of Reli- 
gion be framed more Excellent, fo 
let us ſtudy to conform our Lives 
totheſe, and I queſtion not but we 
become True Followers of Chriſt 


Jeſas. 
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APPENDIX 


F : Concerning the 


Hypocriſy of the Phariſees. 


4 HOUGH H 
be often objefted y out 
Saviour againſt the Phe- 


riſees, yet I could never 
be of the opinion, "That they were 
roſs downright —_— ſuch, 


( 122 } 


theſe in the World ; theſe being 
but one Remove from Atherſts: 
For ſure, did men believe rhat 
there was a God who governed 
the world, they durſt never affront 
him ſo diretly, as to make uſe of 
his Name and Religion to cloak the 
molt profligate Deſigns. The great- 
eſt Impoſtors in the world, I be. 


lieve, may haveaGted out of Prin- 


ciples of Conſcience : And [ take 
Mahomet tiimſelf to have had much 
more of the Enthuſiaſt in him, than 
the Hypocrite. Nor ought- it to be 
rs + ſtrange, that ſuch horrid 


Dotctrines and Practices as many of 


theſe have been the Authors of, 
ſhould be the effeQts of a good In» 
tention ; For ghere is nothing ſo ab- 


ſurd, which a crazed head, or vi- + 
tiated underſtanding will not bes . 


lieve to be right ſometimes. With 
what ftrange Aſſurance will fome 
and Em Ss, and nat be beaten 
out of 


their Conceit by all that 
ren 


Pr "IS 
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' men can fay; bur turn even their 
| Rags and their Chains, and every 
thing elſe that can be objeted to 
them, into Faſpnsof Majeſty. It 
is the fame unhappy Influence that 
rules in the heads of moſt Enthuli- 
| afts. And though the Heads of 
ſome of them may not be turned 
| 4 at this rate, yet there are many 
_ of debauching Conſcience , 
| and ſtifling Nataral Light in ſuch ; 
and when ftrong Attkttions and 
Lufts meet with weak or prejud1- 
_—_— ments, it is no hard mat- 
ter for /uch to perſwade themſelves 
by degrees into the belicf of what- 
ever almoſt they pleaſe. It was 
| certainly a moſt perverſe piece of 
| Stupidity in the Jews, after all the 
Miracles and Good Wuarks that our 
Saviour wrought among them, to 
believe him worthy to be Cruci 
at laſt :- And yet oor Saviqur him- Luke 23. 
ſelf impures this groſſeſt of Crimes *+ 
to Weakneſs, and not to Malice ; 
and St, Peter in ſore meaſure ex- 
8 cules, 


(124) 
cuſes, not only the People, but 
AR 3. 17. their Rulers alſo, upon this ac» 
.__ count! Of ſuch ſtrange force were 


the Prejudices of Education, Ho» 
nour , and Worldly Intereſt , = 


perverting the U 
theſe men. Burt if in ſuch a caſe as 
this, men could refuſe to hearken 


4 


TH, 


[2 
j 
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_ | "Gad in the Temple; and another 
| very confudeatly telling our Sari 
pn mg bang, 
| us's 6s «p: Par 

fare it is i _ gs <jbrnotgg 
men who ſerve not God with Sin- 
cerity, ſhould flatter themſelves at 
this rate into opinions of their 


nh. pn ; ceecly, hs 


| at the Da =, moneda Ag our 
| Saviour £ peeve 


Mat. 7.24. 
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ſuch "then: Such are conſcious th 
themſelves of their own Wicked- 
neſs; they know that what good 
wr did in this life, were 
.not in Sincerity of heart; and 
it is not a fit time ſurely then to 
urge thoſe things in their V indica» 
tion, which being done in Hypo» 
criſy, have been condemned lack 
fince with the ſevereſt Sentence by 
their Judge : Nor can I well per- 


Mat. 5-20, bat ei Saviour's, Except you 
| Ft 


the Scribes and Phariſees, you 
in 10 caſe enter inio the kingdom of 
— = the —_ _ 
waright Hy pocrites : For w 

a mighty . buſineſs is this, that 
Chriſt ſhould Ire the Righte- 
ouſneſs of his Dilciples to be great- 
er than that of thoſe who were lit- 
tle berter than Athesfts? Who were 
all falſe and impious at bottom; 
who had norhing in them of that 
Holineſs they pretended to ? ws 

oeg 


ceive the force of that Declaration . | 
| 
neſs exceed the righteouſ1 hf 

/eer, you ſhel 
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| ” docs not perceive the ſmall Emphs- 
| þ, or rather Vanity of fuch a De- 
clararion * ? Beſides, that our Savi- 
! our's after-Diſcourſe is a-plain Com- 
| ment upon this Text; wherein he 
| ſhews his meaning to be, That his 
| Diſciples Righteouſneſs ght m_P 
| exceed the Phariſees Rig 
| neſs, not in Sincerity, but i 7h Pei 
| #ion of Obedience : And that by 
ſpiritualizing the Law of Moſes, 
| and reforming thoſe Corruptions 


| which the Scribes and. Phariſees 
| had brought into it by their Trad:- 


| fions. 


3- Nor is it a ſufficient — ep 
| -ment againſt this, That our Saviour 
| 0455s the — ſo- often = 


ofs Hy 


| _—_ warearrys Irs s q 
—_ ; res they were fee 5 T 


chres , and graves which: — 
| "mot; that for a pretence they made 


' "long prayers. For it is” uſual in Mar. 25 


{a for God to judpe' other- '* 
wiſe 


OY 


If their inward” thoughts were of 


bur becauſe” they ated /ite Hypo- 


In EE ed ES E 4A a So a. ode era doodotings.: as 
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this nature: In like manner as the 
Phariſees are tiled Hypocrites by 
our' Saviour; not as tho they were 
ſuch in aftrift ſenſe of the word, 


crites. Their Religion indeed was 
juſt _ - 10N, as WE 
may ſuppoſe that' 0 ites 
would be ; a Religion that buſied 
it ſelf only about ſuch Duties as 
were'moſt apt to gain Applauſe and 
ron qu ay warld ; nk 

of other matters that 
> ap no leſs weight ia them- 
ſelves: Such a Religion, as raught 
them to'make Jong prayers, bur to Met. 23- 
devour widows houſes ; ro give gifts - 12. 
tothe Temple, bat ro ler their P4- Mar. 23. 
rents (tarve; to be very ſober in *** 
their Coverſations, but falſe and 
cruel in their Dealings ; to talk 
Scripture-much , but to be proud 
and uncharitable in their Applica- 
tions of it. In ſhort, for what 
there was of it, their Religion 

K was 


ſeven of them, that Droſiss 


roC- 


kons up ; and theſe gf fo ſmall & 
ficem among their own Party, 8s 


well as among the 


People, compar 


red 


( 132 ) 
&d, and fo their Religion ſeemed 
-bur a —_—; yer no queſtian 
but they might fatisfie their Con- 


Kciences in this with moſt Hypo- 
crites now-a- days, That whatever 


© think, of them, God's 
d was the main thing 


others m 
Glory 
they aimed at in their Praftice of 
Religion; and if they throve and 
proſpered by this, if 'men'admired 
them for their Religions StriQ- 
nefſes, and' Worldly Profit flowed 
in by ſuch means, this was none of 


their fault ſay ; rather 
it was the Cn Meri bf God 
to them, for their Love and ren 
of his Min. p 


5. And we have 'lefs reafon to 
wonder, that the Phariſees could 
farisfie their Conſciences inthe Pra» | 
Etice of ſuch fins as our Savi- | 
our charges them with, when we 
rename 04s Maxim, that 

to have been generally re- 
ceived by the Jewiſb —_ 


( 133 ) 
'T hat it is neceflary for every man 
to beſtow his Diligence more eſpe- 
glally about ſome one Precept of the 
Law ; and that if he be faithful and 
{ucceſsful in this, ir is enough to 
atone for his Tranſgreſſions of all , 
ather Duties : Far by this the Phe- 
riſees had liberty tochuſe or let a- 
lone what Commandments they 
t fit : And they might well 
_ think it a notable pitch of Perfe- 
Qtion to be careful in obſerving the 
better half of their Law, (as they 
did ) when the keeping oxe ſingle 
Precept was ſo Meritorious before 
God. Now the Phariſees darling 
fins were Covetouſneſs and Pride ; 
and to ſecure themſelves in the qui- 
et poſſeſſion: of theſe, there were 
no Duties they could better ſpare, 
in way of Compoſition with God, 
than Piety and 'Temperance. Picty 
(ſuch as theirs was )ſerving them 
with many opportunies for grati- 
fying their Prige ; and 'Temperance 
being a fragal Virtue, which regu- 
K 3 lated 


( r34) 
lated Expences, for obliging their 
Covetouliteſs: And therefore, left 
an ordinafy praftice of ſuch Duties 
might not make the Merir of them 
ſufficient , they were willing to 

. raiſe the Value of them by excraor- 

Marg 74- dinary Striftneſſes : They prayed 

long therefore, and faſted often, and 

Mark 7. 4. Made a mighty buſtle i weſbing 

Luk. 11. Sa#s 48d cps, and tithing Mint and 

_ Cunmin, to make their Picty more 
compleat ; and ſo over-ſcru 

were they ( we have heard) in 
their Rules of Temperance, that 
could faſten the Natnes of 
Wine-bibber and Glutton even u 
on our Saviour. To which Duties 
_ added a ſevere abſtinence from 
Laſcivious AQts, as things of fo 
ſcandalous a nature, they knew, 
that one trip in theſe was enough 
to ruin their Reputation, by which 
their Pride and Covetouſneſs were 
memos ene Nor do I my 4, 
eontemptidle Argument 
Phariſees Sincerity in theſe yr 


(135) 
that our Saviour no where con- 
demns them for any ſceret failings 
in them:For ——— delign 
only a ſbew of Religion, value not 
whar fins they commit in privare : 
But our Saviour, who knew the Pha- 
riſees hearts much better than they 

ſelves did, does in a greaf mea- 
ſure acquit them of this, by obje&- 
_—_— uch thing againſt them. The 
only con(iderable place unmention- 


ed that I know, relating to #his, is Mer. 21 


that Seying of his, That the Phars *'+ 
fees [ad, and did not ; and that t 
bound heavy burdens upon mens 
ders, which they themſelves would 
not touch with one of their fingers : 
But this plainly refers, not to their 
inward thoughts, but their out- 
ward aQs; as is evident from our 
Saviour's commanding his Diſciples 
. there, not to do _—— works; 
and ſo isno proof of ſuch Hypocri- 
{ſy being in them, as I have been 
ing of : And indeed all of this 
narure that can be concluded direR- 


K 4 ly 


ly from this'place, is only, That 
the Phariſees fitting in Moſes's ſeat, 
and ſo being Dottors of the Law, 
preſſed many Duties of Religion 
upon the People, which they them- 
ſelves praiſed not : Bur ſure, 
however reprovable the Miniſters 
or Governors of any Church are, 
for not obſerving thoſe Duties they 
reach; yer oughr they not to be 
looked upon always as Hypocrites 
- for this ; many not having Grace to 
praiſe thoſs things they teach, 
though they may believe them fſin- 
cotnll enough to be right; and 
eſpecially ſuch. as, theſe being 
obliged by virtue of their Office 
to inculcate the Dutics of Religion 
upon others, whatever their own 
failings may be. And therefore, 
though our Saviour condemns the 

| Phariſees in this place, for /a1ing 
| heavy burdens upon mens ſhoulders, 
which themſelves would wut touch; 
this argues not the Hypocriſy, but 
the vagity and TCEIIIE of 
ener 


{ - A : 


ble heights, and condemaing others 
wag rs for every lefler {lip 
when themſelves were daily guilty 
of much greater Crimes. 

.. 6. Wherefore, in fine, x man 


may be a Hypocrite, I think, tho 
he knows it'not himſelf; and it is 
not only to defigs contrary to his 
Profeſſions of Holineſs, but to do 
contrary to them, . that ranks him 
among ſuch perſons :- And this I 
take to be the natureof the Phars- 
ſees Hypocriſy : The Phariſees were 
ſuch-perſonsas wiſe Hgur ſpeaks of, pyov. jo. 
who/were- pure im their own newer 
| and yet mere not waſhed from their fil- | 
,. thineſs: Menthatappeared noton- 
| ly to others, but to re | 
Ee ISS. 
t VeS, T 
x Ian g-e like? _— » been 
the -only things requ us 
God: But their great rok ws, 
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Mat. 22. 
36. 
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that reſting akogether in Perfor- 
' matrices of this nature, they be- 
came» careleſs of Duties 00 
Jeſs: neceſſary to Salvation ; ſuch 
more eſpecially are thoſe that are 
called Social Vertues :. For they ne- 
gletted thoſe weighty matters of the 

L aw ( our Saviour ſays) Judgment, 
Merty, and Faith; where by Judg- 
ment, he means Juſtice ; by Mer- 
neſ$ in bling: by all of theſe, 
the whole of our Duty rowards 
our Neighbour : Theſe the Pho) i- 
ſees made little account of, as Du- 
ties of an inferior rank , which 
—_ and) Sinners .( for ſo 
their  Spiritua prom 
them to call every ohe almoſt row 
Was not of their own Se) pra- 
Riſed. But whatever the Phari- 
ſees might think of ſuch Duties, 


an = ware them as no 
other than rhe one of Religi 
- and this of ſuch eſteem in his 
thatrhe moſt ſpecious _ 

ne 


_—_ g— —— Fw n= Y _— 


neſs was but'as apiece. of 'Papean> 
ty and mock ſbrw with him, when 
ſuch ſubfawric! Duries were ne 
glefted. It is by theſe therefore, 
that he has taught us to-know Hy- 
pocrites, as by their fruits; and by Mat.7.16. 
the ſame marks he himſelf judges 
of the Phariſees ; -becauſe | theſe 
fruits of Righteouſneſs ' appeared 
not in their lives 3 but how fair or 
pramtng ſoever the Tree might 

z they were cither wholly bar- 
refi itt Good Works, or elſe prodo- 
| ©ed Fruits quite contrary 'to'ex 
| © Ration, Fruits that were noxious 
; and fatal ro ſuch who converſed 
| with them; therefore does our Sa- 


viour pronounce them to be H 
crites; th does he declare that Mar. «3. 
| they ſhul) 'yeverve rhe greater damna- "+ 
| #i9n. Andrthis Notionof the Pha- 
 viſce; Hypocriſy, as I take ir to be 
| .moſtjuſtand true in it ſelf, ſodoes 
| it beſt agree with that common ' 
Notiod we have of a- Phariſaicel 
Rijhtrouſneſs ; whereby we don't 
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m—_——— one, but a vain 
- and of xibu E-CIED in 
orms of: goalineſs ing the power 
fomeF's vor torr; Ian xy" 
in Good Werks. 


To Nor ought this to be reckon- 


ed 2 vainSubjet of Difcourſz now. * | * 


a-days; for though the Phariſees 
have long fince been dead and rot- 
ten in their Graves, yet are their 
eg em and Praftices till ftir- 

ing among us ; and there are ma- 
= it's to be feared, to whom the 
Name of a Phariſce is ſufficiently 
odious, who yet, by —_— the 
Natureof the Pheriſees Hypocri- 
fy, reckon it a great Per 10N IN 
—_— to =—_ in their 

aiſtingui 

we live in an » ah on. = 


taken up with feve. of Moline, 
that they mind- httle elſe; ard this 
with no leſs SatisfaQtion to cthem- 
elves, than Applauſe and Admira- 
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| ur is {b far 
from approving this, that be looks 
upoa them other than Hype- 
crives for it. I his e 
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